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INTRODUCTION 


THE LEGACY OF AN ATTACK 
What Pearl Harbor Means Today 


BY JOHN W. DOWER 


ighty years have passed since Japan’s surprise attack 
on Pearl Harbor on December 7, 1941, and only a few 
survivors are left to recall that shocking day. Even after they 
are gone, however, the memory will remain. “Remember Pearl 
Harbor” is branded on the collective American consciousness. 
This is true for many reasons. Pearl Harbor is America’s 
preeminent symbol of innocence and victimization, coupled 
with “righteous fury,” as Henry Luce called it in the essay that 
opens this volume. Japan’s attack propelled the United States 
out of isolationism. It triggered the country’s emergence as 
a great power in the most devastating war of modern times, a 
global conflict against Nazism, fascism, and Japanese aggression that ended in 
thoroughgoing victory. And World War II, in turn, set the stage for American 
eminence in the postwar world that followed, right up to the present day. 

December 1941 seems almost quaintly far away. America’s war began with 
battleships (the prime Japanese target at Pearl Harbor) and propeller warplanes. 
It ended with nuclear weapons. Telephone, telegraph, radio and newsprint 
dominated communications—years before television caught on and seemingly 
eons before today’s real-time digital information sharing. 

The military and civilian bureaucracy of eight decades ago also was rela- 
tively lean compared to the sprawling leviathan that exists today, with no less 
than 17 intelligence agencies. Its small size did not prevent it from being riddled 
with turf wars—not only between the civilian and military sectors, but also 
within them. These rivalries, such as the friction between the Army and Navy 
commands in Pearl Harbor, impeded information sharing and were one reason 
Japan’s attack caught the U.S. military by surprise. 

The genesis of today’s national security state is to be found not just in the 
mobilization for World War II, but also in early postwar determination never 
again to be caught unaware by an adversary. But that, tragically and astonish- 
ingly, is precisely what did happen almost exactly six decades after Pearl Harbor, 
when Islamic terrorists attacked the World Trade Center and the Pentagon on 
September 11, 2001. 

Across the country, newspapers almost instinctively responded to 
al-Qaeda’s atrocity with headlines along the lines of “A New Pearl Harbor!” 
Caught-by-surprise-again was the message, and its racial subtext was only 
partially obscured. The attack had come, once again, from non-Western, 


| ON THE DAY AFTER THE ATTACK, STUNNED AMERICANS WERE EAGER FOR ANYTHING 
that might shed light on the terrible new world they now inhabited. Here, the Embassy 
Newsreel theater in New York City was a magnet for passersby hoping to see images from 
Pearl Harbor or anywhere else that might suddenly have become important. 


non-Christian adversaries whose willingness and ability 


to take great risks had been greatly underestimated. 

America responded to the September 1] attack in essen- 
tially the same way it did to December 7: by declaring 
war. In this case, however, the enemy was not a nation, 
but rather an amorphous and elusive target identified as 
“terror.” At the same time, political leaders and most of 
the media moved quickly to ensure that one of the darkest 
responses to Japan’s attack was not repeated. It was out 
of the question, they argued, to even consider rounding 
up and incarcerating people of Arab or Muslim identity 
who resided in the United States, as had been done to 
men, women and children of Japanese ancestry after Pearl 
Harbor. This accomplished nothing beyond leaving a great 
stain on our nation’s image and honor. 

Most of the reverberation between the two attacks was 
unfortunately less uplifting than the lesson drawn from 
the Japanese-American internment. In both instances, 
a great deal of finger-pointing took place. The intelli- 
gence failure of September 11, for example, exposed the 
fact that possessing a gargantuan intelligence apparatus 
increased rather than decreased the sort of turf wars that 
plagued the United States in 1941. At the same time, the 
war on terror made painfully clear that—unlike in World 
War II—possessing vastly superior military might was no 
guarantee of victory. 

For Americans, World War II ended in less than four 
years (December 1941 to August 1945). The war on terror 
has dragged on for 20 years as this book goes to press, 
still with no end in sight. The world in which war pitted 
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> IN THE DECEMBER 22, 1941 
issue of Life magazine, founder 
and editor Henry R. Luce 
(1898-1967) (left) penned an 
article to the American public 
rallying the country behind the 
war effort. A larger-than-life 
personality, Luce is credited with 
creating the news magazine 

as we know it, and his zeal for 
photographic journalism helped 
turn his publishing empire into 
one of the most successful and 
influential news outlets. 


nation-state against nation-state has been replaced by 
irregular warfare involving non-state antagonists. 

Beginning in 1942, the Hollywood director Frank 
Capra produced a run of “Why We Fight” films for the 
U.S. Army with series titles like “Know Your Enemy.” 
Pearl Harbor had revealed that it was not just recruits and 
but top 
leaders as well. The same can be said of September 11. In 
1941, this was true of the Japanese side as well. 

Tactically, Pearl Harbor was a brilliant victory on 
Japan’s part. To send six aircraft carriers, more than 
350 attack planes, and a supporting fleet of warships 
across the Pacific without being detected was a stunning 
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ordinary citizens who failed to “know the enemy, 


accomplishment. It was also strategic folly. Even Admiral 
Yamamoto Isoroku, who planned the attack and is often 
quoted as warning that Japan could sustain war against 
the materially superior United States only for a limited 
time, was carried away by hubris. The aim of a surprise 
attack, he told Japan’s navy minister, was “to fiercely attack 
and destroy the U.S. main fleet at the outset of the war, so 
that the morale of the U.S. Navy and her people goes down 
to such an extent that it cannot be recovered.” This, it was 
hoped, would ensure some sort of termination of hostili- 
ties that left Japan in control of its strategic conquests in 
Southeast Asia. 

The attack did just the opposite, of course. But as we 
know from other secret records of Japan’s war planners, 
it was possible to marshal all sorts of rational arguments 
as to why the United States would cave in. Many of these 
arguments, indeed, echo Henry Luce’s harshly critical 
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DAY UF WRATH 


by HENRY R. LUCE 


EDITOR OF LIFE AND TIME 


his is the day of wrath. The disaster which befell 

America on Dec. 7, 1941 was an episode. But it was 
also a sign. It was a sign of all the weakness and wrong- 
ness of American life in recent years. The thousand-odd 
dead at Pearl Harbor that first day were not merely the 
victims of Japanese treachery. They were the victims 
also of a weak and faltering America that had lost its 
way and failed the world in leadership. 

We have come to the end, now, of as pusillanimous 
an epoch as there ever was in the history of a great 
people: the twenty years of American history between 
1921 and 1941. It is not even possible to call these 
years tragic, for tragedy implies at least the dignity of 
fate. And there was no dignity in these years, and noth- 
ing of fate that we did not bring upon ourselves. The 
epoch that is closing was much less tragic than it was 
shameful. 

The President says we have learned a lesson. Some 
people think he means that we have learned that the 
Japanese (as now constituted) are a treacherous and 
dangerous people. But if that is the only lesson we have 
learned, then God knows what agonies we shall have to 
undergo before we learn the lessons we have gotto learn. 

We will learn. Every American, not excepting Mr. 
Roosevelt, now faces the deepest necessity of his life— 
the necessity of learning that he must find a spiritual re- 
birth or lose his soul alive. “Still stands Thine ancient 
sacrifice, an humble and a contrite heart.” It is not 
enough for us at home to say: “‘Okay, let’s go!”’ as if we 
could forget the past by one easy act of renunciation. 

We will learn these things. Looking at the past, we 
know that we have not been worthy of ourselves—but 
looking at the future we know that we can and will bea 
better people than we have been. We know, too, that 
however we have misused it, we are the principal trus- 
tees in this century of a great heritage of human free- 
dom under God. And therefore we must have victory. 
We must have victory for the faith of our fathers and 


for the hope of our young people and our children. 

We have still at this moment all—or a/most all—that is 
needed for victory. We have, first of all, the young men 
and young women of America. Despite the meanness of 
the spiritual environment which we have recently pro- 
vided them, the strength of this land is in their hearts. 
We have natural wealth in more abundance than any 
other nation. We have our American scientists and engi- 
neers who stand ready to serve us with their knowledge 
and their creative toil. We have now, as major allies, 
Britain and China, two nations bound closer to us by 
the things of the spirit than any bond that Hitler can 
forge with terror. We have common military interests 
with Russia and the chance to build a new bridge be- 
tween a changing Russia and a changing West. We are 
seeing Pan-Americanism become a factand nota phrase. 
We have other allies of deathless gallantry—in con- 
quered countries and elsewhere. 

All these are good things, great things. We have 
others. We have already the example of heroism of our 
soldiers and sailors in the far islands of the Pacific. We 
have at home the greatest productive ability and capac- 
ity in the world—in many ways a greater ability and 
capacity than all the rest of the world put together. 

What then do we lack? In this first hour of common 
counsel in an aroused nation, it is necessary to concen- 
trate first on two things. We lack good organization. 
And we lack unity. 

Victory depends on the whole people. But it begins 
with leadership—for organization begins with leader- 
ship. It is no use to have the greatest resources, the best 
workers and the ablest managers in the world—if re- 
sources, workers and managers are not linked together 
in clear and dynamic organization which provides for 
both initiative and control. 

Weare fortunate that we have done what we have done, 
that many ships are on the ways, that great factories are 
built and being built, that we have trained fliers and sol- 
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THE DAY OF WRATH (continued) 


diers and sailors. But the fact is that we haven’t done 
enough—nor done this vast job well enough. And the 
principal reason is that the organization of our war- 
effort has not been good. It has been poor. 

All that is past. There is no demand for anyone’s head. 
Every man in Washington will be working harder today 
than he did before Dec. 7—and doing better than he 
knows how. But it must be insisted that there be no 
“freezing” of the existing management simply to “‘save 
face” or to “spare someone’s feelings’’—or for political 
reasons. If some men are not equal to the terrific jobs 
assigned to them—and there are such—both kindness 
and patriotism demand that they be given more suitable 
tasks. If better men can be found—and they can—they 
must be used. 

But quality of personnel—vital though it is—is of less 
importance than correct organization. Our war-effort 
has not been correctly organized. It must be correctly 
organized—at once. 

And now what about unity? Are we united? Are we 
resolved? We all say the same hearty, manly-sounding 
things. What,then, makes our brave words sound a trifle 
hollow, and our rage carry a slight suggestion of im- 
potence? 

What we lack, still, is a brave acceptance of our terri- 
ble reality. We demand victory, but the price of it, in 
risk, hardship, pain, adventure, is not yet clear to us. 
The high resolve is yet to come to us that it would be 
better to leave America a heap of smoking stones than 
surrender it to the mechanized medievalism which is the 
Mikado or to the anti-Christ which is Hitler. 

This lack of resolve is not surprising. The actual de- 
struction of the American nation by a force outside has 
seemed fantastic. But it is not fantastic now. It could 
happen. And America will never win this war against 
the forces of evil until Americans in every walk of life 
are gripped at the throat by the realization that we can 
lose the war. For three years we have been losing it. 
When we realize that—then, only then, our own right- 
eous fury will be unloosed. 

We must cultivate that realization, and aN the resolves 
that go with it. For the day is not coming; the day is 
come. It is the day we have all dreaded, yet known in 
our secret hearts it was our inescapable duty to meet 
when the world attack on freedom finally came home 
to us. 

This is the day of wrath. It is also the day of hope. For 
this is the day that Churchill described to the people of 
Britain in their own blackest hour: the day when “the 
New World, with all its power and might, steps forth to 
the rescue and the liberation of the old.” Now at last the 
issue is inexorably joined: either our ideals as free men 
shall dominate in this century, or the pitiless bayonets of 
our enemies will. 

We have lost something of our power and might. But 
now at last our battleground is the whole world. The 


whole world is now our battle-stake. What we have tem- 
porarily lost in might we will gain forever in vision and 
resolve. 

For this hour America was made. Uniquely among the 
nations, America was created out of the hopes of man- 
kind and dedicated to the fulfillment of those hopes. It 
is for this reason that we accept only two alternatives— 
either to die in the smoking ruins of a totally destroyed 
America or else to justify forever the faith of our fathers 
and the hopes of mankind. 

Years ago Woodrow Wilson begged us not to “break 
the great heart of the world.” We go forth now from a 
half-beleaguered continent to join hands with all men 
everywhere and by our character and our deeds to write 
with them the happy and triumphant songs of a new 
world. 


* * * 


These are brave words, brave resolves. If our 130 mil- 
lion people truly believe them, no combination of our 
enemies or their resources, nor any hazards of war, can 
cheat us of victory. 

There is terrible fighting to be done. Every true Amer- 
ican will rise to take military arms or civilian action to 
seize conclusive victory. 

There is terrible fighting to be done. All of us will be 
in the fight—men, women and children, for this is in- 
deed total war. But let us never forget that the hardest 
fighting is done at the front by our soldiers and sailors. 

We have fighting men inthe field and onthe high seas. 
Thousands of soldiers and sailors in the Pacific are at 
this very hour facing death. We tell ourselves how young 
they are, how gallant, how brave. We salute with our 
hearts in our throats, tears in our eyes—pray for them 
too. But also—day after day we must be asking ourselves 
how good a chance we here at home are giving them to 
fight and live on. Are we straining every last nerve to 
see that help, arms, material reach them as soon as pos- 
sible? If they die (or thousands more like them in the 
long hard days to come) will they die through any fault 
of ours? 

Democracies are always “inefficient,” are they? Then 
let’s get it said: This inefficiency cherished in times of 
war is another word for manslaughter, if not murder. 
To the extent that we coddle it from here out in our- 
selves, in high places or low, we’re making our own 
soldiers in the field the cannon fodder of a barbarous 
and indecent complacency. 

In the great fog of battle, we cannot see our soldiers, 
where they fight or how. We know they fight with every 
ounce of guts a good American has. And that’s plenty. 
But as we cannot see them in the fog of battle, they can- 
not see us. When the fog lifts, in the days to come, let us 
see to it that they look upon us, here at home, and can say 
as honestly to us as we say to them, “Good going, boys.” 
That will be the day of victory and of peace in our hearts. 
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view of pre-Pearl Harbor America’s “pusillanimous” 
decadence, isolationist sentiments, and lack of unity and 
competent organization. 

To these, Japan’s wishful strategists added further 
reasons for looking forward to success. Germany would 
prevail against England and the Soviet Union. The United 
States would find it difficult to mount a two-front war in 
Europe and Asia. Sentiment favoring appeasement was 
known to exist among some American leaders, who saw 
Japan as a natural “stabilizing force” against the spread 
of communism in Asia. Japan’s fighting forces were huge 
and seasoned by combat in China. And when push came 
to shove, the esprit de corps of the emperor’s loyal soldiers 


4 INVASION FEVER SPREAD ACROSS THE COUNTRY, PARTICULARLY 
along the coasts. Note the headline in this December 9 edition of New 
York’s The Sun. 


and sailors would be more than sufficient to overcome 
America’s material superiority. 

The rationalists and erstwhile realists, whatever their 
country or culture, are always gifted in argumentation, 
but all too often lacking in common sense. In 1941, the 
American underestimation of Japan’s intentions and capa- 
bilities led to the tragedy so thoroughly and graphically 
depicted in the following pages. On the opposite side, we 
see here a stunning Japanese tactical victory, but one that 
signaled a far greater miscalculation and tragedy for the 
aggressors. Within just a few years, the fires and billowing 
black smoke that are our enduring image of Pearl Harbor 
were transferred to city after city in Japan. e 
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“How fortunate for govermments that 
AB RO A the people they administer don't think.” 
— ADOLF HITLER 
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n the aftermath of World War I, the Treaty of 
Versailles created hardship and resentment in 
Germany, but no one foresaw that from the ashes 
of the Great War an Adolf Hitler would rise. He 
seemed, by turns, a loser, a petty radical, a thug, a 
threat and, finally, a vanquishing force to be dealt 
with. Yet by the time democracies paid Hitler the 
attention he required, it was too late. 
The seeds of World War II were sown on 
June 28, 1919, when the treaty was signed by France 
and Britain, who carved up Germany without 
considering that its citizens might resent suddenly being 
assigned different nationalities. Then the victors ordered 
monetary reparations that were as heedless of conse- 
quences as they were impossible to meet. “The policy 
of reducing Germany to servitude for a generation, of 
depriving a whole nation of happiness should be abhor- 
rent and detestable,” the economist John Maynard Keynes 
wrote after the treaty was signed. 

However, while the Versailles pact was meant to all but 
vaporize the German state, it had the opposite effect. 

Careening toward economic collapse, Germany grew 
desperate. Inflation brought down the Weimar Republic, 
while strikes and revolts erupted. Versailles had stipu- 
lated a maximum of 100,000 standing troops and no air 
force. Hitler, having been named chancellor in 1933—a 
month before Franklin D. Roosevelt was sworn in as U.S. 
president—rearmed, blatantly snubbing the accords. 
September 1, 1939: Germany invaded Poland; two days 
later, France and Britain declared war on Germany. Two 
weeks later, the Soviet Union, which had recently entered 
into anonaggression pact with Hitler, also invaded Poland. 
The country was taken by month’s end. 

While Japan was extending its dominion in the East, a 
campaign that had begun with its invasion of China and 
takeover of the capital, Nanjing, in 1937, Germany and 
the U.S.S.R. kept their eyes on Europe. In November 1939, 
Moscow began waging war in Finland and was victorious 
by spring. Between April and early June, Germany swept 
through Denmark, Norway, the Netherlands and Belgium. 

Germany’s troops were poised at the Maginot 
Line when, on May 10, 1940, Prime Minister Neville 


(Previous Page) THE NAZIS GERMAN TROOPS MARCHED 
were obsessed with military closer to war when they entered 
panoply and symbolism, a Czechoslovakia in October 1938, 
fact much in evidence when just days after the Munich 

Der Fiihrer saluted the crowd agreement, whereby Britain and 
in Adolf Hitler Platz during France ceded the Czech region 
the Nuremberg Reich's Party of Sudeteniand to Germany. 
Congress in 1938. Pageantry Eight months earlier, Hitler had 
also played a big role in the Nazi annexed Austria, then tumed his 
propaganda machine. attention to the Sudeten area. 
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Chamberlain of Great Britain resigned; his earlier 
appeasement of Hitler had proved a disaster. Winston 
Churchill became the commonwealth’s leader, declaring, 
“T have nothing to offer but blood, toil, tears and sweat.” 

On May 12, Germany attacked France. A month later, 
Italy declared war on both France and Britain. France 
fell on June 22, and within a week Charles de Gaulle was 
named head of the underground Free French movement. 
On July 10, the Battle of Britain began. 

The U.S. was watching Europe keenly, intent on 
Britain’s survival, as well as negotiating to keep the situ- 
ation in the Far East from degenerating. Neither the U.S. 
war machine nor the American public was ready to engage 
in battle, but both figured that if push came to shove, the 
shove would happen in Europe. Japan’s aggression was 


4 IT WAS MID-1940, AND not anticipated. 


things looked bleak for Britain. Roosevelt felt that war was imminent and took steps 
In aLondon suburb, children sat t that Tis t d.OnD ber lz 
sRREeuRbLE Te Kat Kad Bees o ensure that his country was prepared. On December 17, 
their home, fearing another 1940, he spoke metaphorically of America’s relationship 
nig hE GrGernan Domne: to beleaguered Britain, asking whether, with a neighbor’s 


house on fire, we shouldn’t lend a garden hose and seek 


WERTH AND ERENCE no payment in return. In one of his famous fireside chats 
troops formed endless lines ; . 
waiting towacate Dunks after Christmas, he asserted: “We must admit that there 
beaches. Getting the men out of is arisk in any course we may take. But I deeply believe 
France was a moral victory, but — 
ae Ghineckinecid, omacwacnu that the great majority of our people agree that the course 
won by evacuations.” that I advocate involves the least risk now and the greatest 
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hope for world peace in the future. ... We must be the great 
arsenal of democracy.” 

Galvanized, a majority of the American public opted 
to risk the consequences of heightened involvement 
(short of a commitment of troops) in order to support 
Britain. The course that Roosevelt advocated was made 
manifest as House Bill 1776—called the “Declaration of 
Interdependence” or, more commonly, Lend-Lease. Even if 
US. soldiers wouldn't yet march off to war, U.S. munitions 
would, in quantity. As ships and guns arrived in England, 
Churchill called Lend-Lease a “new Magna Carta.” 

By 1940, Japan had secured a place in the Tripartite 
Pact with Germany and Italy. Under the terms of the deal, 
if any of the partners were attacked by a nation not yet in 
the war, the others would hurry to its aid. Thus the Axis 
was formed. 

The Allies also gained another partner: Russia. On 
June 22, 1941, Hitler broke his nonaggression pact and 
invaded Russia. All summer and through the fall, the Nazis 
won battle after battle, overrunning towns, taking as many 
as 2 million Russians prisoner. By late 1941, the fascists had 
under their boots more than 330 million peopleinaregion 
that stretched from the west coast of Spain to the outskirts 
of Moscow. 

Britain survived. The Blitz had failed—the first slowing 
of the German march. There was still a chance, Churchill 
felt—if America would enter the war. 

As the U.S. Congress debated repeal of the 1939 
Neutrality Actin autumn 1941,a US. destroyer, the Kearny, 
was torpedoed in the Atlantic by a German U-boat. 
Although there had been earlier torpedo and depth-charge 
exchanges involving American ships, Roosevelt declared, 
“History has recorded who fired the first shot.” But the 
Kearny incident was not enough. The United States would 

be drawn into the war only by something much bigger. 

By 1940, Japan’s march into China had stalled. The 
US. effort to stymie Japan’s reach with embargoes and 
withdrawal of trade agreements had been effective, but 
Japan was growing angrier and more restless. It began to 
consider new plans. The would-be empire across the globe 
began to prepare for even more conquests. 

If Japan and Germany were strange bedfellows, both 
were willing to swallow their contempt for each other 
in the interest of their shared thirst for expansion and 


> IN AUGUST 1941, OFF THE COAST OF NEWFOUNDLAND, FDR 

and Churchill met for the first time, and the prime minister again 
pressed for aid. Churchill would later say, “No lover ever studied every 
whim of his mistress as | did those of President Roosevelt.” The two 
leaders signed the Atlantic Charter, which laid out postwar aims for 
their nations. 
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dominion. Though Japan had aligned with the Allies in 
the First World War, the redrawn boundaries in Asia had 
stoked hostility. The island nation, flexing its muscles, 
spent huge amounts to build the world’s largest naval 
air force. 

Japan’s military ascribed success to four qualities: 
efficiency, discipline, brutality and, especially, surprise. 
Its guiding maxim was “Whoever can surprise well must 
conquer.” 

By 1941 it had become evident that, due to the U.S. and 
European embargoes, Japan needed additional resources 
to fuel its expansion. Mineral-rich Indochina and oil-rich 
Indonesia were targeted. 

In the summer of that year, the militarist Japanese 
government (including War Minister Tojo Hideki, 
described as “the fiercest hawk in the Orient”) set its goals: 
resumption of trade with the U.S. (which had been halted 
to protest Japan’s incursions in China and elsewhere in the 
Far East) and an offensive in Southeast Asia. Dealmakers 
flew to Europe, negotiators to America. Meanwhile, Japan 
readied its fighter planes. 

On January 7, 1941, Adm. Yamamoto Isoroku, 
commander in chief of Japan’s combined fleet, revealed 
his strategy if diplomacy failed: a surprise attack on the 
US. fleet at Pearl Harbor. Yamamoto never anticipated a 
surrender, but he hoped for a peace settlement that would 
allow Japan to pursue its imperialism. 

Within weeks, U.S. Ambassador to Japan Joseph C. 
Grew cabled Washington: “My Peruvian colleague told a 
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UNDERWOOD PHOTO ARCHIVES 


JAPANESE SCHOOLCHILDREN PRACTICED SIGNALING WITH 
flags, asystem known as semaphore. The Japanese adapted the 
flag semaphore system to their language. 
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MARINES HEADED INTO BATTLE IN SHANGHAI. AFTER THAT 
city fell in November 1937, Japan attacked and took the Chinese 
capital at Nanjing. The destruction of the city and the rampage of 
murder and rape of its inhabitants remains one of the most horrific 
war crimes committed. 
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member of my staff that he had heard from many sources 
including a Japanese source that the Japanese military 
forces planned, in the event of trouble with the United 
States, to attempt a surprise mass attack on Pearl Harbor 
using all their military facilities.” Warnings about Pearl 
Harbor’s vulnerability were nothing new. 

Navy Secretary Frank Knox had reported: “If war even- 
tuates with Japan, it is believed easily possible that hostili- 
ties would beinitiated by a surprise attack upon the Fleet or 
the Naval Base at Pearl Harbor. In my opinion, the inherent 
possibilities of a major disaster to the Fleet or Naval Base 
warrant taking every step, as rapidly as can be done, that 
will increase the joint readiness of the Army and Navy to 
withstand a raid of the character mentioned above.” 

The information supplied by both Knox and Grew 
was ignored, largely because nothing had turned upin the 
MAGIC transcripts. 

In 1940, Lt. Col. William F. Friedman of the Army 
Signal Corps had cracked the Japanese diplomatic code 
PURPLE. A series of machines had been built to trans- 
late Japanese transmissions between Tokyo and its emis- 
saries in Washington, and the messages, called MAGIC 
by the Americans, were then circulated among USS. offi- 
cials. Japan’s designs on Southeast Asia were known, but 
PURPLE revealed nothing about Pearl Harbor. Apparently 
Tokyo’s officials kept their plan secret even from their 
ambassador to the U.S., Nomura Kichisaburo. 

Japan was not, of course, just a war machine; it was a 
society as well. It had an emperor. Hirohito was a still- 
young man in 1941, having taken the throne in 1926 at age 
25. He was, essentially, an onlooker to his country’s aggres- 
sion. Out of deference to an ancient system, generals and 
government officials routinely made presentations to the 
emperor, but these were hardly consultations. Hirohito 
and some moderate politicians occasionally issued calls 
for peace throughout the 1930s and into the 40s. But the 
emperor was politely ignored by the militarists, and the 
pols were, one by one, replaced. Civilian government was 
eroding in Japan, as censorship and propaganda routed 
any temperate views. The generals succeeded in inflaming 
a national xenophobia and sense of righteousness. 

At an Imperial Conference on September 6, 1941, the 
cabinet officially adopted the military’s war plan. The 
emperor, in turn, read a poem written by his grandfather: 


<1N 1937, ACRYING INFANT WAS ALL THAT SEEMED TO SURVIVE 

a Japanese air raid on Shanghai’s South Railway Station. Shanghai, 
China’s most important industrial and business center and the site 

of its largest port, was especially coveted by Tokyo. The last remaining 
Western-controlled sectors were taken by Japan on December 8, 
1941—even as it attacked Pearl Harbor. 
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“In aworld/Whereall theseas/Are brethren, Why do wind 
and wave/So stridently clash?” In a meeting that evening 
with Ambassador Grew, Prince Konoye Fumimaro, Japan’s 
premier, requested an audience with President Roosevelt 
to attempt a peaceful solution. Konoye then asked 
Yamamoto whether his navy was prepared, should the 
overture be rebuffed. “If you insist on my going ahead,” the 
admiral replied, “I can promise to give them hell for a year 
or a year and a half, but can guarantee nothing as to what 
will happen after that.” Yamamoto had been to the U.S. and 
suspected that its industrial machine and stores of fuel in 
Texas oil fields would eventually overwhelm any foe. 
Roosevelt, counseled by Secretary of State Cordell 
Hull, told the Japanese that summits were pointless 


4 IN OCTOBER 1940 IN TOKYO, TOJO (CENTER, IN BOOTS) ALONG 
with German and Italian representatives, toasted the signing of the 
Axis alliance. The pact made the Japanese willing conspirators in a war 
that would claim 60 million lives. 
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without Japan’s capitulation on China (as well as French 
Indochina, which Japan had brazenly occupied in 1940). 

On October 16, Konoye resigned as premier. He was 
succeeded by Tojo, who the previous year had been made 
minister of war. Soon after, Adm. Nagano Osami approved 
Yamamoto’s Pearl Harbor plan, and a week later Tojo 
addressed a meeting of 200 government officials: “We 
must go on to develop in ever-expanding progression. 
There is no retreat.” On November 17, Yamamoto gave a 
similar speech to key members of the First Air Fleet aboard 
the flagship Agaki: “Although we hope to achieve surprise, 
everyone should be prepared for terrific American resis- 
tance in this operation.” A toast was raised to success in the 
coming battle: “Banzai! Banzai! Banzai!” 
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BORN IN 1901 IN TOKYO, LIFE FOR 
the young crown prince Hirohito was 
often bleak and lonely, despite the 
obvious amenities. He was a thoughtful 
boy with many interests, but the joys 
of a carefree childhood eluded him; he 
could only watch from his royal pedes- 
tal. It must have been a welcome libera- 
tion when, at the age of 19, he became 
the first Japanese crown prince to travel 
abroad, where he spent six gloriously 
normal months in Europe. 

Hirohito ascended the Chrysanthe- 
mum Throne on December 25, 1926, 
following the death of his father. Japan 
at the time was becoming increasingly 
democratic and internationalist; by 
the early 1930s, however, a martial 


influence had swept the country. Some 


accounts maintain that the emperor 
was unsympathetic, opposed to both 
the alliance with Germany and Italy 
and the prospect of war with the United 


States. Other historians contend, though, that or acknowledge the emperor. Tierney said, HIROHITO SHOWED HIS 
distaste for his government's 


Hirohito was all along complicit with Japanese “Apology is avery important thing in Japan. With 
g P Jap ees all g InJap saber-rattling by expressing 
expansionist policies. What is clear is that, near us, we don’t apologize unless we get caught the hope that the next prime 
the war’s end, Hirohito sided with those who with our hand in the cookie jar, but for the minister would be “one who 
has no fascist leanings, and 
sought peace rather than those who wanted to Japanese, there is a very strong sense of what about whom there has bean 


fight to the death. Several of his advisors were an apology means.” no unsavory rumor, who 
is moderate in thought and 


tried and convicted of war crimes, but not the In 1946, Hirohito renounced any claims who t not militaristic” 
emperor. Patrick Lennox Tierney was a staff to divinity. In his later years he made frequent 

officer working for Gen. Douglas MacArthur, the public appearances in an effort to reach out to 

Supreme Commander of the Allied Powers, and commoners. The man himself was doubtless 

was present on the day when Hirohito visited happiest when indulging in his lifelong interest in 

the general’s offices to make a personal apology marine-biology research, publishing several well- 

for Japan’s actions during the war, especially the received volumes on his specialty, the jellyfish. 

attack on Pearl Harbor. Tierney recounts how The Showa Emperor died in 1989. It was a name 

he witnessed what he considered the stun- he had long ago chosen for his reign. “Showa” 

ning rudeness of MacArthur’s refusal to admit means Enlightened Peace. 
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— FRANKLIN DELANO ROOSEVELT 


n 1940, Churchill was desperately wooing 
Roosevelt to enter the war raging in Europe, 
arguing that Hitler and Tojo posed a global threat. 
But America was reeling from the Depression, 
with two-thirds of its people favoring neutrality. 
Despite sympathy for the oppressed abroad, no 
one wanted to send our boys to fight. To secure 
reelection for his historic third term in 1940, 
Roosevelt ran on a platform that promised to keep 
America out of the war. Yet in the midst of public 
isolationism, he quietly oversaw the investment 
of $3.2 billion in military upgrades and instituted the first 


peacetime draft. 

Roosevelt, not a hawk but a realist, was receiving infor- 
mation not only from his generals but also from Secretary 
of State Cordell Hull, a smart, tough man open to negotia- 
tion when it might bear fruit but ready to resort to other 
means when talking proved fruitless. Roosevelt and Hull 
knew they were dealing with a public that didn’t want to 
fight, including a minority, which would remain vocal 
through December 6, 1941, that wanted America to stay 
out of war whatever its provocation. 

Very few American isolationists sided with the Nazis, 
and no one thought Japan should rule China. But people 
remembered how the U.S. had pitched in at the eleventh 
hour to help Britain and France win the Great War only 
to find American recommendations at Versailles snubbed. 
Why should the Yanks bail out their former allies again? 

These arguments seemed reasonable throughout 
the 1930s and eventually coalesced into formal associa- 
tions. The Committee to Defend America by Aiding the 
Allies said the U.S. should remain neutral but assist Great 
Britain: A British victory would keep the world a stable 
place, safe for democracies. This sounded like double- 
speak to the America First Committee, which insisted that 
it was more important to stay out of the war than to try to 
back either horse. 

America Firsters grew to be 800,000 in number. One 
among them was the famous and influential Charles A. 


(Previous Page) THE OPENING 

of an armor-plate factory in 
Philadelphia in mid-1941 led 

to this patriotic display. The 
plant was owned by Henry 
Disston and Sons, whose usual 
business was making handsaws. 
Allocating metal to the war effort 
was a crucial part of the nation’s 
ability to supply the military 
with necessary equipment. 
Metal shortages meant that 
most metal consumer items 
were unavailable to the public. 
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> MASSACHUSETTS WOMEN’S 
Political Club members paid 

a visit to the White House on 
February 25, 1941, to present 

a petition decrying the Lend- 
Lease agreement. That the 
Depression, and even World 
War I, weren’t far removed 
from the public mind was never 
lost on FDR. The president 
contended, however, that “the 
best immediate defense of the 
United States is the success of 
Great Britain defending itself.” 
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Lindbergh, hero of the air. His popularity in America since 
his solo flight across the Atlantic in 1927 had increased 
after the 1932 kidnapping and murder of his first son. 
Lucky Lindy was a celebrity of the highest magnitude. 

After several visits to Nazi Germany, Lindbergh 
announced that intervention was not only wrong philo- 
sophically but unwise militarily. The Luftwaffe was one 
strong flying machine, he reported, and the Germans 
really knew how to get things done. 

Lucky Lindy’s missteps were legendary. He accepted 
a medal from the Nazi Hermann Goering and delivered 
a speech in Des Moines in September 1941 in which he 
proclaimed that the British government, the Roosevelt 
administration and “the Jews” were spoiling for inter- 
vention and should be opposed. Despite his wife Anne’s 
warnings, Lindbergh laid himself and his movement open 


to fierce criticism. Roosevelt publicly denounced him. 
Lindbergh countered by resigning his commission in the 
Army Air Corps Reserve. (Only weeks later, with Pearl 
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4 LINDBERGH INSPECTED AN AIRPLANE PLANT IN BREMEN, 
Germany, in 1936, and spoke at an America First rally (left) in Chicago 
in April 1941. A week later, columnist-with-clout Walter Winchell said 
of a similar gathering: “More American flags than Americans.” 
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In mid 1941 denial was in the air. “Two-fifths of our 
people are more interested in the baseball scores than 
they are in foreign news,” wrote William Allen White in 
the Emporia Gazette as the summer wound down. And 
why not? Joe DiMaggio had hit in 56 straight games that 
magical season, and Ted Williams had batted 406. Joe 
Louis, heavyweight champ since 1938, whomped seven 
more members of the Bum of the Month Club in 1941. 

In Manhattan, theaters and clubs were thronged with 
audiences laughing at a Noel Coward play, humming Cole 
Porter tunes and dancing to Benny Goodman or Glenn 
Miller songs. But upstate in the Adirondacks, skiers were 
practicing for possible military action in Europe, and 
down in Georgia, vocational schools were teaching young 
people to build ships, planes and guns. Out in Los Angeles, 
6,000 artillerymen were working with their antiaircraft 
weapons, getting ready for an air-raid drill. In Chicago, 
paperboys tried to sell war stamps door-to-door. 

On Cape Cod, 23,000 new troops arrived at Camp 
Edwards while taps sounded in the background. At 
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< WAR SECRETARY HENRY 
Stimson began the first 

U.S. peacetime draft while 
blindfolded with a swatch 
taken from the chair used by 
signers of the Declaration of 
Independence. By the end of 
1940, many amom and sis had 
wished “Godspeed!” 


> BEFORE WORLD WAR II, 
most Americans didn’t think 

in global terms. This picture 

of an idyllic American family 
would soon change as men were 
shipped off to war and families 
at home were forced to make 
sacrifices supporting the 

war effort. 


Filene’s department store, you couldn’t get proper stock- 
ings because of the embargo on Japanese silk. 

Anne Morrow Lindbergh, who would eventually 
say that her husband had been used by the Nazis, wrote 
in October: “Soldiers on the train, searchlights in the 
sky, planes maneuvering in threes. All the billboards 
have gone ‘Defense’ mad, with pictures of soldiers and 
sailors on them. Vogue photographs its models in front of 
Bundles for Britain planes. Longchamps has V’s done in 
vegetables in the windows. Elizabeth Arden gets out a V 
for Victory lipstick.” 

The country was still split between isolationists and 
interventionists. Hitler’s evil was purging Europe’s free 
societies and seeking domination of that continent. 
Because the Japanese were in league with the Germans 
they were part of the equation, and a world controlled by 
Hitler, Mussolini and Tojo was a terrifying prospect. 

But intervention meant American deaths—and so it 
was still insupportable to most American citizens. The 
majority favored an opposition to Hitler, a measured 


BROWN BROTHERS (2) 


support of European democracies and every effort not to 
send our boys to the battlefield. 

In the nation’s capital, Hull learned, from intercepted 
messages, that Japan had set a firm deadline of November 
29 to putits operations into motion. The American govern- 
ment knew, in this first week of December, that something 
was coming. 

Life magazine ran a story that week on the Japanese 
diplomatic efforts, profiling emissaries Kurusu Saburo 
and Nomura Kichisaburo in an article headlined 
“Japanese Bow and Grin for the Camera But Get Nowhere 
in Washington.” 

Secretary of the Navy Frank Knox released his annual 
report on December 6, which read in part, “the American 
people may feel fully confident in their Navy. In my 
opinion, the loyalty, morale and technical ability of the 
personnel are without superior. On any comparable basis, 
the United States Navy is second to none.” 

Another poll: The week before Pearl Harbor, according 
to Gallup, 52 percent of Americans thought the U.S. would 
go to war against Japan “sometime in the near future.” A 
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<4 SOLDIERS’ MORALE 
skyrocketed when Hollywood 
lovelies led the cheers. Ayoung 
Jane Russell at the Army 

Air Corps’s advanced flying 
school on july 11, 1941. 


v DOROTHY LAMOUR WAS 
the Army’s favorite pinup girl 
when she dined, in July 1941, 
with these soldiers in Honolulu. 
Her remarkable fundraising 
efforts would earn her the 
sobriquet Bond Bombshell. 


December 7 headline in the New York Times—“Japan 


Rattles Sword But Echo Is Pianissimo”—was belied by 


an eerie sense of foreboding that, finally, had touched a 
majority of Americans. 

In Honolulu on Saturday, December 6, officers played 
golf at the Fort Shafter course. After nightfall, sailors 
cruised Hotel Street, and some of them took in the floor 
show with the “Tantalizing Tootsies” at the Princess. 
Elsewhere, there was a dinner at the Pearl Harbor Officers’ 
Club and a battle of the fleet’s dance bands. The winner 


would compete with the musicians from the U.S.S. 
Arizona, which had won a previous round. The swinging 
outfit from the Pennsylvania won. The next day, after 
playing for the daily flag-raising ceremony, all 21 members 
of the Arizona’s band would die. 

Also on that Saturday night, Lt. Gen. Walter C. Short, 
commander of the U.S. Army’s Hawaiian Department, 
gazed upon the harbor. He noted the twinkling lights of 
the battleships and observed, “Isn’t that a beautiful sight? 
And what a target they would make.” e 
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— FUCHIDA MITSUO 


dm. Yamamoto called the U.S. fleet at Pearl 
Harbor “a dagger pointed at our throat.” 
Secretary of State Hull said of the Japanese: 
“Nothing will stop them but force.” 
President Roosevelt could only sit and 
wait, knowing the blow that would force 
America to arms would come from Japan— 
not Germany—and that the U.S. must let it 
land rather than issue a first strike. 

In the last week of November, Vice 
Adm. Nagumo Chuichi assembled the 
staffs of his carriers, battleships, cruisers, destroyers and 
submarines and for the first time revealed to them that 
their target was Pearl Harbor. In three days they would 
start making their way east-southeast. 


On November 29 Hull received a copy of a speech Tojo 
had just given in Japan. While short of a formal decla- 
ration of war, the speech was incendiary. Hull called 
Roosevelt, on vacation in Warm Springs, Georgia, and 
impressed upon him “the imminent danger of a Japanese 


(Previous Page) LOOKING DOWN 
Battleship Row shortly after the 
initial attack: The California (left) 
listed to port after suffering two 
torpedo hits. The billowing smoke 
was mainly from the Arizona. 
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4 VICE ADM. NAGUMO 
Chuichi, commander in chief 

of the First Air Fleet. From the 
beginning, he was adamant that 
Yamamoto’s plan was riddled 
with problems. 
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attack,” advising him to return to Washington. Roosevelt 
packed his bags. 

As Japanese ships traversed the Pacific, Ambassador 
Oshima Hiroshi met with Nazi foreign minister Joachim 
von Ribbentrop in Germany, informing the Axis part- 
ners that there existed “extreme danger that war may 
suddenly break out between the Anglo-Saxon nations 
and Japan through some clash of arms...this war may 
come quicker than anyone dreams.” Ribbentrop assured 
Oshima, “Should Japan become engaged in a war against 
the United States, Germany, of course, would join the 
war immediately. There is absolutely no possibility of 
Germany’s entering into a separate peace with the United 
States under such circumstances. The Fuhrer is deter- 
mined on that point.” 

On December 1, an Imperial Conference was held 
at Hirohito’s palace. After Tojo made an impassioned 
speech, the emperor nodded his head, giving his consent 
to war. Later that day, about 940 miles north of the Midway 
islands, Nagumo received Yamamoto’s message to proceed: 


THIS BANQUET ON THE 
carrier Akagi on November 25, 
1941, celebrated the grand 
mission that lay ahead. 
Commander Fuchida Mitsuo, 
who would lead the air attack, 
is seated at rear, third from 
right. (Left) A toast was raised 
on the Akagi. 
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“Climb Mount Niitaka, 1208.” The number referred to the 
eighth day of the 12th month, which on the Hawaiian side 
of the international date line would be December 7, 1941. 
On December 2 at Pearl Harbor, Adm. Husband E. 
Kimmel, head of the Navy command, asked Lt. Cdr. Edwin 
T. Layton for updates on the location of Japan’s aircraft 
carriers. Layton gave estimates for all except the four 


“What!” Kimmel said. “You don’t know where Carrier 
Division 1 and Carrier Division 2 are?” 

“No, sir, I do not,” replied Layton. “I think they are in 
home waters but I do not know where they are. The rest 
of these units, I feel pretty confident of their locations.” 

“Do you mean to say that they could be rounding 
Diamond Head and you wouldn’t know it?” 


carriers in Divisions 1 and 2. 


DID ROOSEVELT KNOW? 


THE ATTACK ON PEARL HARBOR IS ONE OF 
the most odious chapters in American history. 
And of the many questions raised therein, the 
most unappetizing is one that is heard increas- 
ingly: Did President Franklin Delano Roosevelt 
know ahead of time where and when the attack 
would come? 

Itis clear that Roosevelt, more than most of his 
countrymen, recognized early on that Americans 
would not be able to isolate themselves from the 
conflict that would become known as World War 
Il. His repeated calls for increased military readi- 
ness and for measures such as the Lend-Lease 
pact show that he considered war to be unavoid- 
able. Such prescience, however, reflects access 
to classified information rather than any personal 
desire to enter into an unnecessary fight. 

One weapon frequently wielded by revision- 
ists is the fact that, because the U.S. had broken 
the Japanese PURPLE code long before Pearl 
Harbor, military intelligence had access to mes- 
sages that must have alerted them to specific 
Japanese intentions. Indeed, the intelligence 
gathering was remarkable, but intelligence that 
is passed on improperly or ineffectually—or sim- 
ply not picked up on—is often worse than none 
whatsoever. It’s entirely possible that had the 
code not been broken, American preparedness 
would have been better. 

It has been eight decades since the attack— 


80 years for countless historians to pore over the 
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“T hope they would be sighted before now,” said Layton. 


material at hand. In his 1999 book, Day of Deceit: 
The Truth about FDR and Pear! Harbor, Robert 


Stinnett, a naval photographer and journalist, 


PRESIDENT ROOSEVELT (left) 
and Cordell Hull shared a ride to 
the White House on August 17, 
1941. FDR had just returned 
from his historic meeting at 


though convinced of the Pearl Harbor con- 
sea with Churchill. 


Spiracy, is sympathetic regarding FDR’s motives. 
He writes in his book: “As a veteran of the Pacific 
War, | felt a sense of outrage as | uncovered 
secrets that had been hidden from Americans for 
more than fifty years. But | understood the ago- 
nizing dilemma faced by President Roosevelt. He 
was forced to find circuitous means to persuade 
an isolationist America to join in a fight for 
freedom.” Much has been written, nothing has 
been proved. In 1941, the idea of the president 
acting without transparency and accountability 
was unthinkable. Today, we are accustomed to 
it. In hindsight, most Americans would probably 
agree that entering World War II was for the 
best, even if the push into it might have been 


questionable. 
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4 IT IS IRONIC THAT YAMAMOTO ISOROKU, THE GRAND MASTER 
of the attack plan, was perhaps the one man in Japan who most feared 
war with the U.S. In April 1943, American mtelligence learned that he 
was flying to Bougainville island in the Pacific, and he was shot down 
by American P-38s. 


U.S.S. ARIZONA MEMORIAL/NPS 


40 LIFE PEARL HARBOR 


4 PHOTOGRAPHED FROM 

the flagship Akagi, the aircraft 
carrier Kaga (top) steamed 
through heavy seas en route 

to Pearl Harbor. With typical 
naval superstition, Japanese 
sailors regarded the Kaga as a 
“victorious” ship because she 
had enjoyed success off China in 
the 1930s. The carrier Zuikaku 
is visible at right. Adm. Nagumo 
(above, center) stood on the 
bridge of the Akagi as it made 
for Hawaii. 


On Wednesday, December 3, two Japanese commu- 
nications were intercepted and translated into MAGIC 
memorandums. The first, more than two weeks old, 
directed the Japanese consulate in Honolulu to step up 
its reports on the location of American warships in Pearl 
Harbor. The second intercept was a reply from Tojo to 
his ambassadors, who had suggested that war might be 
averted through a summit conference at “some midway 
point, such as Honolulu.” Tojo’s answer: “[I]t would be 
inappropriate for us to propose such a meeting.” 

Roosevelt tried one last time to petition for peace. 
On December 6, he sent a personal appeal to Hirohito 
at approximately 9 p.m. Simultaneously, Ambassador 
Nomura was alerted to the dispatch of a 14-part memo. In 
early evening, the first 13 parts of the memo were inter- 
cepted, deciphered and sent to Roosevelt. When the presi- 
dent read the items, which were mostly threats, he said, 
“This means war.” 

The 14th part of the Japanese message was not received 
until the morning of December 7, when a follow-up 
memorandum was also intercepted. Part 14 stated that 
Japan was terminating diplomatic relations with the 
United States. The postscript instructed Ambassador 
Nomura to deliver the message to Cordell Hull at 1 o’clock. 
Realizing that 1 p.m. on the East Coast corresponded to 
daybreak in the Pacific, intelligence officer Col. Rufus 
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S. Bratton sent a message to commanders in California, 
Panama, the Philippines and Hawaii: “The Japanese are 
presenting at 1 p.m. E.S.T. today what amounts to an ulti- 
matum, also they are under orders to destroy their code 
machine immediately. Just what significance the hour set 
may have we do not know but be on alert accordingly.” 

By 12:01p.m.on the East Coast—6:31 a.m. in Hawaii—the 
warning was filed at the War Department Signal Center 


ON THEIR WATCH 


WITH ANY DISASTER, PARTICULARLY ONE 
as notorious as Pearl Harbor, there is a rush to 
judgment. How could it have happened? 
Who Is responsible? 

Official investigations began at once with 
a board of inquiry appointed by President 
Roosevelt and chaired by Supreme Court Justice 
Owen J. Roberts. On January 23, 1942, the 
Roberts Commission found that Adm. Husband 
E. Kimmel (right), commander in chief of the 
Pacific Fleet, and Lt. Gen. Walter C. Short 
(below right), commanding officer of the Army’s 
Hawaiian Department, were guilty of “dereliction 
of duty” and “errors of judgment [that] were 
the effective causes for the success of the attack.” 
(They were later cleared.) Kimmel and Short, 
who had already been relieved of their com- 
mands, retired shortly after Roberts’s report ; 
was issued. 

A half dozen military tribunals were con- 
ducted before the war’s end, but none had access 
to all the evidence. Immediately after the war, a 
congressional investigation was begun. Criticism 
fell upon many, and Kimmel and Short were 
cleared of dereliction of duty, but they were still 
blamed for shortcomings. The complete exonera- 
tion that the two friends had fought so bitterly 
for eluded them. Ever since, both men have had 
staunch supporters who have worked tirelessly 
to restore their reputations. Indeed, as recently 


as May 25, 1999, the Senate voted to exonerate 


them posthumously, but President Clinton 
declined to sign the measure into law. 

The debate all along has turned on what infor- 
mation the two officers had from Washington 
and how they acted on it. There were warnings 
on November 27 and earlier, but a warning 
about war doesn’t constitute a warning about an 
attack. On the other hand, officials in Washington 
couldn’t advise of a Japanese action that they 


themselves could not accurately predict. 


for transmission to Panama, Manila and San Francisco. 
Teletype transmission to San Francisco was completed 
by 12:17 p.m. Washington time (6:47 a.m. in Hawaii). The 
warning was sent from San Francisco to RCA’s Honolulu 
cable office, where it arrived at 7:33 am. Because that was 
too early for Teletype traffic to Fort Shafter, RCA sent the 
memo by messenger: a Japanese boy on a motorcycle. En 
route, the boy heard what sounded like gunfire. 
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& TWO WAVES OF ATTACK AIRPLANES WERE LAUNCHED FROM 
the Zuikaku on the morning of December 7, 1941. More than 50 ofits 
planes would cause damage to the California, Maryland and airfields. 
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> DECEMBER 7: FUCHIDA MITSUO (right) TOLD NAGUMO, 
“lam ready for the mission.” The admiral said, “I have every 
confidence in you.” And the attack commenced. 


U.S.S. ARIZONA MEMORIAL/NPS 


Several minutes earlier, two trainees had been 
preparing to close down the radar for daylight hours when 
they noticed blips on the screen—planes approaching at 
a range of 132 miles. Their lieutenant was not surprised; 
a flight of Fortresses from the West Coast was expected. 
Shut it down, he suggested, and go get some chow. 

The strike force for Japan’s Hawaiian Operation 
had assembled at Hitokappu Bay in the Kuril Islands in 
November. Elsewhere, Japanese army and air corps units 
prepared to sweep other Pacific islands. By month’s end, 
Japan intended to take Indonesia, Guam, Midway and 
the Philippines. The success of the operation depended 
on disabling and discouraging America’s Pacific Fleet. 
That charge fell to Nagumo and his oceangoing force of 
six aircraft carriers, two battleships, three cruisers and 
nine destroyers. Nagumo’s armada made its way unde- 


tected from Hitokappu Bay to striking distance of Pearl 
Harbor, while three large submarines surged ahead as 
scouts. Twenty-seven other subs also traversed the ocean, 
to surround Oahu and attack anything that attempted 
to escape the harbor. Five of these vessels bore midget 
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submarines that would zip into Pearl Harbor before the 
attack began. 

The strike force settled 230 miles north of Oahu. From 
there, on December 7, 1941, at 6 a.m., the first wave of 183 
planes—49 Kate bombers, each armed with one 1,760- 
pound armor-piercing bomb; 40 Kates carrying torpe- 
does; 51 Val dive bombers, each carrying a 551-pound 
bomb; and 43 Zero fighter planes—was launched from the 
carriers and roared toward Hawaii. 

At 7:49 a.m., Air Group Commander Fuchida Mitsuo 
spotted Pearl Harbor: seven battleships in Battleship 
Row. At 7:53, he gave the signal by telegraph key: to and 
ra—or together, the word for “tiger.” Over and over: to-ra, 
to-ra, to-ra. 
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The torpedo bombers dived to launch their weapons. 
Other bombers split off to hit Army and Navy airfields. 
The biggest planes flew on, homing in on their targets. The 
Zeros, having swept down Oahvw’s west coast, prepared to 
strafe. Their job as escorts was done, and they shifted into 
gear as fighter planes. 

Below, sailors were preparing for the 8 a.m. hoisting 
of the colors aboard the great ships. They saw the torpedo 
bombers screaming earthward. They saw the lethal shells 
in the water, incoming. A bomb exploded in the bay. The 
torpedoes sped toward the ships. At 7:58, the alarm went 
out: “Air raid, Pearl Harbor. This is not drill!” Within 
minutes the West Virginia, Nevada, Oklahoma and 
California had been struck by torpedoes. War was on. @ 


& ZEROS WAITED ON THE CARRIER AKAGI, PRIOR TO DEPARTING 
for Pearl Harbor. A brilliantly engineered plane—superior to any U.S. 
fighter at the time—the Zero (known as a “Zeke”) could also function as 
a bomber. Zeros were among the planes that first launched the attack. 
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ABE ZENJI 


Dive Bomber Pilot, Akagi! 


6 4 was a squadron leader on the Akagi. Before | set off, 
| changed my old underwear to my new ones. | puton 
my best uniform, my flying uniform, the khaki-colored 
one. Every aircraft carrier had a shrine. | went underneath and 
prayed at the shrine. | bowed just once. ‘| am going now, | said. 

When the first group left, before dawn, it was dark. As the 
aircraft went off, they had their lights on, and it was like the sky 
was filled with fireflies. It was a beautiful scene— 183 aircraft in 
the dark sky. 

It was getting brighter. | was at the back of the second fleet. 
There were 70 dive-bombers in the group. If you are flying, 
following another aircraft, the propeller engine makes asmoke 
stream, so to avoid it | was flying a little bit higher than the air- 
craft in front of me. | was near the end of the second group. The 
leader was at 3,000 meters. Each of the other planes was alittle 
bit higher. | was at 3,500 meters. | felt like ashepherd watching 
the flock. | felt good about that. 

| could see 200 to 300 bombs exploding on the ground. 

l immediately thought that the first group must be under 
counterattack from the Americans. From thesky, it was hard 

to distinguish the ships. | could see a huge ship, so| attacked. 

| learned later that it was the Arizona, already sinking. But it 
was my first mission; | just concentrated on what | was going to 
attack—I didn’t think anything. There were lots of guns firing at 
me. 1 concentrated on my target. 

| went to the Arizona Memorial recently and looked under- 


neath. Every 40 seconds a bubble comes up. There are 1,177 


“As the aircraft went off, 
they had their lights on, 


and it was like the sky 
was filled with fireflies.” 


dead buried there. | felt like those bubbles coming up were the 
bubbles of resentment of those dead. And | regret that. | shed 
a tear. Why Americans feel anger toward Japan—why they still 
hate us—I understand. 

The most shameful thing is what | found out later. | found 
out that the Japanese government didn’t declare war until after 
the attack.” 


IN 1991, 50 years after the attack, in an extraordinary public 
act of reconciliation, Abe appeared on the Today Show, live 
from Pearl Harbor, and shook hands with three American 
veterans of the attack. After that pivotal gesture, he devoted 
the rest of his life to being an emissary of peace and healing. 
On that day in 1941 he had dropped a 550-pound delayed 
fuse bomb onto the U.S.S. Virginia; it failed to detonate. 

A 19-year-old Marine bugler on board, Richard Fiske, had 
survived the war and, in 1991, had been a volunteer at the 
Arizona Memorial for nine years when he and Abe met. Against 
all odds, they became fast friends. Abe gave Fiske $300 and 
asked him to lay two roses on the Memorial each month and 
play taps. Fiske did so on the first Sunday of every month for 
12 years until his death. 

Abe was 21 when he graduated from Japan’s Naval Academy 
in 1937. Pearl Harbor was his first attack mission. He continued 
flying until 1944, and was commanding a naval garrison when 
the war ended in 1945. After the war he was acolonel in the Japan 
Self-Defense Force. He died on April 6, 2007, at the age of 90. 
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LT. COMDR. LOGAN RAMSEY 
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he siege was swift and ruthless. Within 
moments a peaceful Sunday morning 
became an unimaginable nightmare. 
Soldiers and civilians, medics, clergy and 
children watched in horror as the Japanese 
torpedoes fell from the sky and exploded 
into the great ships. Children and wives 
were bundled up into the relative safety 
of the mountains, while their fathers and 
husbands rushed to duty, some of them 
never to be seen again. Hospital personnel 
were immediately inundated with the wounded and dying. 
Amid the chaos, noise and smoke, brave ship crews rushed 
to man their turrets, still blinking away the previous 
evening’s merrymaking. 


03:42 Ensign R.C. McCloy, aboard the minesweeper 
Condor, spots a periscope in the darkness. 


03:57 The Condor to the destroyer Ward: “Sighted sub- 
merged submarine on westerly course, speed 9 knots.” 


06:00 The first wave of the Japanese attack takes off for 
Hawaii from ships anchored north of the islands. 


06:45 The Ward fires depth charges and sinks the 
Japanese sub. 


07:02 Privates Joseph Lockard and George Elliott pickup 
blips on radar. They are told by a superior that what they 
have spotted is an incoming flight of American planes. 


(Previous Page) AUTUMN 1941: ALL IS QUIET ON THE WESTERN 
front. Note that this southwest orientation varies from the maps on 
the following pages. 

4 AVAL DIVE-BOMBER, HIT BY ANTIAIRCRAFT FIRE DURING THAT 
second wave, moments away from crashing. 
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A THIS PHOTO OF FORD ISLAND, FACING ROUGHLY EAST, WAS 
taken from a Japanese plane minutes after the attack had begun. On 
the far side of the island, in Battleship Row, water and smoke gushed 
from the West Virginia, which had just been torpedoed, and from the 
Oklahoma (listing to port). On the near side (second and third from 
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left), the light cruiser Raleigh and target ship Utah (mistaken for a 
battleship) had caught torpedoes. Two Kate torpedo bombers are 
visible, one over Battleship Row and the other over the Navy Yard, 
at right rear. This picture was seized after the war—note the 
Japanese writing at the bottom. 
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THESE THREE MAPS PROVIDE A TELESCOPED PORTRAIT OF THE ATTACK ON PEARL 
Harbor. The overview above shows the route of the 31 Japanese ships, which included six 


aircraft carriers, before and after the bombing. The small orange arrow indicates the 230-mile 


journey that the planes took to reach Oahu. That island is represented in the map below; the 
arrows indicate the primary flight paths of incoming Japanese aircraft. (Bombing, of course, 
was not strictly confined to those paths.) The square at the bottom of the Oahu map 

is magnified at right: Pearl Harbor as it existed at the moment of the attack. 
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First Attack 
183 Aircraft 
7:55a.m. 


Second Attack 
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07:49 Commander Fuchida Mitsuo issues the attack 
signal as his plane passes just off Lahilahi Point. Four 
minutes later he calls out, “Tora! Tora! Tora!””—code words 
confirming that the Japanese have surprised their enemy. 


07:55 The raid begins at Pearl Harbor as the Raleigh, 
Helena, Utah and Oklahoma are struck. 


07:56 There are two explosions on the Arizona. 


07:58 As bombs explode on Ford Island, Lt. Comdr. 
Logan Ramsey sends the message, “Air raid, Pearl Harbor. 
This is not a drill!” 


08:02 Twenty-five bombers dive toward Wheeler Field. 


08:03 Machine and antiaircraft guns aboard the 
Cummings, California, Swan and the submarine Cachalot 
open fire. 


08:06 A1,763-pound missile fired by PO Kanai Noboru 
hits the Arizona. It demolishes the forward magazine, 
setting off shock waves that are felt by planes 10,000 feet 
above. In that instant,some 1,000 men perish. The Arizona, 
engulfed in flames and smoke in the late morning, would 
burn for two days. The explosion caused the front upper 
portion of the ship to collapse into the hull; thus the 
forward superstructure tilted 45 degrees and forward 
guns hovered just above the waterline. 
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THE BURNING ARIZONA IS SHOWN IN A FRAME FROM A FILM SHOT 
aboard the hospital ship Solace, which treated many of the Arizona’s 
casualties. (Right) Sailors on the stern of the Tennessee manned water 
hoses to keep burning oil away from their ship. 
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08:08 Two bombs strike the West Virginia, whose 
captain, Mervyn Bennion, is mortally wounded by a piece 
of shrapnel that flys from the Tennessee. 


08:10(13:40E.S.T.) In Washington, President Roosevelt 
is informed by Navy Secretary Frank Knox that there has 
been a sneak attack on Pearl Harbor. 


08:12 The Utah capsizes. 


08:14 Americans set up machine guns at Wheeler Field 
and fire at Japanese planes, bringing down one Zero. 


08:15 Rescue workers pull men out of the burning water, 
where oil was incinerating. 


08:25 At Schofield Barracks, Lt. Stephen Saltzman and 
Sgt. Lowell Klatt fire rifles at a Zero as it strafes them. The 
men keep shooting until the plane crashes. 


08:25 Japanese planes attack Hawaiian firemen at 
Hickam Field, killing three. 


08:30 Sailors on the Downes open fire on attacking 


planes. 


08:35 Anumberof US. planes returning from ascouting 
mission, unable to land on Ford Island, head instead for 
Ewa Field to the west, where the Japanese have damaged 
or destroyed all 47 Marine planes. When one of the planes 
touches the ground, a Marine runs out and shouts, “For 
God’s sake, get into the air or they'll strafe you too!” The 
plane manages to take off again. 


08:35 The first wave of the attack ends. “Amputees. 
They started coming in, and they had arms and legs shot 
off—a terrible mass of tissues, bones, blood,” recalls 2d Lt. 
Elizabeth Murphy, a nurse at Tripler General Hospital. 


08:47 The destroyer Blue gets under way, with Ens. 
Nathan F. Asher at the helm. When two planes dive toward 
the ship, sailors respond with .50-caliber machine guns, 
downing a Japanese plane. 


08:50 The battleship Nevada heads out, in part because 
wounded Ensign Joseph K. Taussig Jr. has managed to 
start the second boiler. The Japanese spot the ship leav- 
ing the harbor and determine to sink her, hoping to block 
the channel. 
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<4 THE ATTACK WAS ONLY 
minutes old, and the Utah 
already strained at her mooring 
ropes en route to capsizing. 
The Utah had been converted 
to a training and target ship, 
which was well known to 
Japanese airmen, whose 
instructions to ignore the 
vessel vanished in the heat 
of the moment. 


4 IN THIS JAPANESE PHOTO, 
the Utah (second from bottom) 
had gone belly-up. Other ships 
included, from top, the light 
cruisers Detroit, which was 
strafed but not damaged, and 
Raleigh, listing to port after 

a torpedo hit. The seaplane 
tender Tangier (bottom) 
suffered superficial damage 
from a near-miss bomb. 


Lieutenant, Information Center 


G 6 T hey wanted me to come in [to the Information 
Center at Fort Shafter] on Sunday morning 
from 4:00 to 8:00. When | got there... it was 

quiet. A few plots showed up [on radar] s=tarting about 

6:15, which could very well have been Japanese scout 

planes. They came in and we plotted them, but there was no 

way of telling what they were. The problem was, we had no 
identification people on staff yet. A little after 7:00, one of 
the plotters came up to the balcony and started doing some 
work on adrafting board. He showed me that at 7:02 there 
was a plot at 132 miles and three degrees east of north. It 
made me think that it was probably B-17s. 

At about 7:15 1 got acall from Pvt. Joseph Lockard that 
he had the same plot. He said it was the biggest plot he had 
ever seen. Well, 12 B-17s could make a pretty big splash on 
his screen. | told him, ‘Don’t worry about it. It’s O.K? 

After that, nota thing. A few minutes after 8:00 | 
stepped outside to take a breath of fresh air. | looked off to 
the west and saw puffs of smoke and a few planes. It looked 
like they were practicing dive-bombing. It turned out it was 
the attack. A few minutes later | had a call from a sergeant in 
operations at Wheeler Field that they had been attacked. 

By that time they had the ships burning. We could see 
the carnage. You just felt like the world was ending. | had 
the distinct feeling that one of the bombs was going to land 
on this Information Center because it was such a well- 
planned attack and they hit everything at once. It was just 


unbelievable, overwhelming.” 


TYLER, with one day’s experience at Fort Shafter’s Informa- 
tion Center, was the only officer on duty the morning of 
December 7, 1941. After the war he continued his career 
before retiring as a lieutenant colonel from the Air Force in 
1961. He died on January 23, 2010. 
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< OF THE MANY INSTANCES 
of bravery at Pearl, one of the 
most visible was the Nevada’s 
attempt to sortie, or depart 
from the harbor. The sight of 
the gallant ship electrified and 
emboldened Americans on the 
shore. Minutes later, under 
withering fire, the ship 
beached itself rather than 
bottle up the harbor. 


v SAILORS MANNED THE 
guns on the seaplane tender 
Avocet in the foreground, while 
the Nevada (center), her bow 
in flames, had been swung 
around by harbor currents. 


“TI went up a couple 
of decks and smelled 
fresh air. That was 
the most magnificent 
breath of air I ever 
took. When I got out 
and looked around, 
the whole world 

was on fire.” 


CHARLES MERDINGER 
Ensign, U.S.S. Nevada 


4 6 was ashore that Saturday and got this little tree. It was 

going to brighten up our little cabin for Christmas. 

On Sunday, all of asudden | heard general quarters 
and the bugle. | got out of my pajamas and got through my 
second sock when a fellow ran by my room and yelled, ‘It’s the 
real thing’ There was a huge explosion and machine-gun fire. 
| went right to my battle station, which was further down. | ran 
the range keeper, which calculated how the big guns should 
be trained and fired. Since we were not going to shoot 14-inch 
guns at planes, our station became a sort of central communi- 
cations area. 

There had been so many people wounded up above on the 
five-inch guns that they needed relief. | was told to send half 
of the men immediately. | just looked around and figured out 
which were the least important phone lines being manned. | 
picked those people and told them to go. It was ‘Aye, aye, sir. 
Nobody wanted to take a vote or discuss the matter or philoso- 
phize about it. 

Soon after the attack, the Nevada got under way. Then the 
Japs really jumped us. They must have hit us a couple of times in 
the course of that run in the channel. The ship was beginning to 
tilt, going down. We were ordered to beach the ship to keep the 
channel clear. The ship settled down and the main deck almost 
was awash, a foot or two from the surface. 

Our room was relatively calm and quiet. There was no sense 


of panic. When the main power went out, | told everyone to lie 


down on the deck to conserve air. Most of us removed our shirts 
or opened them because it was kind of hot. We didn’t really 
have any change of air down there. 

Late in the day, water began to drip from overhead. That 
was the first inkling we had that we were basically in an air 
bubble. Then the gaskets on the door by which we entered 
started to give way, and the water started coming in. It wasa 
couple of inches, up around our ankles. It never occurred to me 
at the time how we were going to get out. When the water came 
in the door, | realized that we were really in for it. | called up the 
executive officer and requested permission to secure. He said, 
‘Permission granted’ | told everybody we were going to secure. 
There was no mad rush. | opened the other door to the next 
room, and everybody filed out. We had been in there from eight 
in the morning till about three in the afternoon. 

| recall bodies lying around in the other room, and it being 
smoky. | went up a couple of decks and smelled fresh air. That 
was the most magnificent breath of air | ever took. When | got 
out and looked around, the whole world was on fire. Ships were 
burning and oil on the water was on fire. My first reaction was 


‘Lord, thanks that | made it out in one piece.” 


AFTER the war, Merdinger won a Rhodes Scholarship and 
earned a doctorate from Oxford. He became president of 
Washington College and deputy director of Scripps Ocean- 
ography. He died on December 13, 2013, at the age of 95. 
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08:50 (14:20 E.S.T.) In Washington, Secretary of State >» THE FORWARD MAGAZINES 
of the destroyer Shaw tooka 


; ‘ direct hit as she lay in floating 
erupts when given a note from the Japanese breaking off ary dock. Theimpact of three 


peace talks: “I have never seen adocument that was more § 550-pound bombs tore off the 
ded within’ lotus d di , entire bow of the ship. The 
crowded with infamous falsehoods and distortions—on _ explosives mighthave been 

a scale so huge that I never imagined until today that any = meantforthe Nevada (gun 


‘ ‘ 7 turrets visible at lower right), 
government on this planet was capable ofutteringthem” iy BaacHied FoF ZOTNBNUEEE. 


Cordell Hull, well aware of what is transpiring in Hawaii, 


08:54 Thesecond wave of the Japanese attack, under the 
command of Lt. Comdr. Shimazaki Shigekazu, swarms 
over Pearl. Fifty-four high-level bombers and 78 dive- 
bombers spread out to hit ships, airfields and barracks 


throughout Oahu, while 36 fighters maintain air control. 


09:00 A formation of Zeros strikes Bellows Field, 
blowing up a gasoline truck and hitting a plane from the 
44th squadron as it tries to take off. 


09:05 At Wheeler Field, 27 Japanese planes attack air- 
craft that are parked on the ground. The Japanese also 
strike barracks, service buildings and a baseball field. 


09:06 Abombhits the Downes while she sits in dry dock. 
Another strikes Adm. Husband E. Kimmel’s flagship, the 
Pennsylvania, detonating guns and ammunition. 
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& THIS PICTURE WAS TAKEN ONLY SECONDS LATER FROM AN 
air base on Ford Island, where sailors, standing amid a squadron of 
wrecked planes, watched the fireball from the Shaw ascend. 


U.S. NAVY 
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4 FROM ON HIGH, A BOMBER SAVORED THE VIEW DURING THE 
second wave. In the foreground is Hickam Field, which has been 
pounded. The black smoke at right center rose from Battleship 
Row, where the capsized Okiahoma is visible. The listing California 
is at left, and the black smoke to her left issued from the Shaw. 
Below Battleship Row, the oiler Neosho steamed toward the 
Submarine Base. From the sky, it looked like the flames of hell. 

In the days to come the extent of the wreckage would become clear. 
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(Following Pages) BLACK, OILY SMOKE FROM THE CARNAGE OF 
Battleship Row provided this nightmarish backdrop to the Marine 
Barracks Parade Grounds at the Navy Yard. The Marine in the 
foreground seemed to register an appropriate disbelief as he and 
his comrades awaited another attack. Yeoman 1c. Leonard Webb 
was there: “We were... trying to load clips with seven thumbs on 
each hand. And here comes ajap Zero... We didn’t only flatten 
out. We went grass roots. I’m sure we got down to the roots.” 


09:08 Dive-bombers attack the Raleigh; one bomb misses 
the ship’s aviation tanks by mere feet. 


09:10 Inorder not to block the channel that leads out of 
the harbor, Lt. Comdr. J.F. Thomas beaches the wounded 
Nevada at Hospital Point. 


09:15 Captain JW. Bunkley, who has spent the night 
ashore, returns to the California. The ship has been hit 
numerous times and is in flames. Within an hour, Bunkley 
is forced to abandon his ship. 


09:20 A bomb passes through the dock alongside the 
cruiser Honolulu. It explodes underwater, flooding part 
of the ship and damaging her oil tanks. 


09:28 Gunners aboard the Mugford shoot down a 
Japanese bomber after it pulls out of its dive alongside the 
ship’s port bow. 


09:37 A large explosion on the battleship Cassin causes 
her to roll over onto the Downes. 


09:40 The flames on the West Virginia reach as high as 
the foretop. The wounded are removed from the ship. 


09:43 Sailors aboard the Tern pull survivors out of the 
water. They will rescue 47 in all. 


09:50 The Blue picks up the signal of a submarine. She 
maneuvers to attack and drops six depth charges. An oil 
slick and air bubbles rise to the surface. The ship then 
detects another signal from a submarine that appears to 
be bearing down on the St. Louis. That sub, too, is sunk by 
a depth charge. 


10:00 The Japanese first wave returns, victorious and 
exultant, to its aircraft carriers north of Hawaii. 


10:00 Robert Shivers, head of the FBI’s Honolulu bureau, 
places a guard at the Japanese consulate. Elsewhere, the 
wounded are being attended to; the dead are being found 
and identified by their dog tags. 


10:04 A Japanese midget sub shoots two torpedoes at 
the St Louis, which has made its way clear of the channel. 
Captain George Rood has the ship change course; the tor- 
pedoes strike near the harbor’s entrance. Sailors fire at the 
sub when it surfaces. 


10:05 Hawaii’s Governor Joseph Poindexter calls local 
newspapers to announce a state of emergency for the 
entire territory. 


10:10 Asasense that the air attack has ended spreads 
throughout Oahu, ships report and mobilize—even as 
sailors keep watch for a third wave of planes. The Reid 
reports that it has suffered no damage or casualties, and 
gets under way. 
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Ensign, U.S.S. West Virginia 


4 4 T he torpedoes demolished the whole side of the 
ship. We could hear the people on the other 
side of the watertight bulkheads. They were 

screaming. There was nothing that we could do. 

By the time | got topside, the whole port side of the ship 
was smashed in. There were fires. The West Virginia for along 
time had bragged about being the smartest battle- 
ship in the fleet. Now here was the ship just completely 
in shambles. 

Captain [Mervyn] Bennion had just been severely 
wounded—hit by shrapnel that had ripped his whole interior. 
| was told to do whatever | could for him. | got him to a better 
spot. | got a first-aid kit... | soaked a cloth in ether and tried 
to make him more comfortable. 

Then Lieutenant [Claude] Ricketts arrived. He was the 
one who saved the ship from rolling over. He went below and 
counter- flooded. If he hadn’t done that, we could have rolled 
over just the way the Oklahoma did. 

| remember seeing the second wave. | must have been up 
there when the Arizona blew up. | saw other harbor activity. | 
saw the Nevada get under way and go by, and it got attacked 
and went aground. 

| got two machine guns operating. An officer and two 
enlisted men arrived, and | assigned them to these guns and 
showed them how to operate them. The second wave was 
mainly horizontal bombers, up too high to be bothered by 
any .50-caliber machine guns. But the gunners didn’t know 
that. They were feeling pretty deadly about this thing.” 


DELANO was the son ofa Navy captain and a distant cousin 


of President Franklin D. Roosevelt. He died on August 8, 2014, 
at the age of 94, and is buried at Arlington National Cemetery. 
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4 TWO BATTLESHIPS UNDER 
siege: The West Virginia (center, 
foreground), shredded by 
bombs and torpedoes, was on 
fire and sinking. Behind her, the 
Tennessee was struck by two 
bombs but would emerge from 
repairs in May 1943 and go on 
to participate in some of the 
most critical actions in the war, 
from Tarawa to Okinawa. At far 
left, the hull of the Okiahomais 
visible behind rescue boats. 


10:20 Rumors abound. A U.S. attack group of 15 VSB 
scout bombing planes, each carrying half-ton bombs, is 
sent to scout 30 miles south of Pearl, as there have been 
reports of enemy carriers and possible landing forces. 


10:30 To the west, at Japanese Imperial headquarters in 
Tokyo, it is announced that Japan is now at war with the 
United States of America. 


10:36 The Wasmuth drops a depth charge, and a spread 
of oil and bubbles indicates it hit a sub. 


11:27 Four A-20 light bombers join the search for enemy 
vessels reported to the south. The feared third wave ofattack 
never appears. 


11:35 The Breese picks up the sound of asubmarine and 
drops two depth charges. Soon after, an oil slick appears, 
followed by debris. The Breese continues the attack by 
dropping four more depth charges. Destroyers in the 


area hurry to the scene to make certain that the sub has 


been destroyed. 


11:42 Believing that the Japanese have used—and per- 
haps are still using—radio signals to home in on the area, 
the U.S. Army orders all local stations off the air except for 
special announcements. 


11:46 Japanese troops are again reported to be landing 
on Oahu—another of many false sightings. 


12:10 Pilots led by Lt. Comdr. Halstead Hopping set 
out for an area 200 miles north of Hawaii, searching for 
the Japanese. 


12:21 Itis reported that there are nine unidentified air- 
craft over Guam. The Japanese do, in fact, attack that island 
on December 7. 


12:30 Honolulu police raid the Japanese embassy. They 
find consulate members burning coded books in a wash- 
tub. The police seize a large envelope filled with unde- 
stroyed papers. All is in confusion; there is no telling what 
might be invaluable or incriminating. 


13:00 Commander Fuchida lands aboard the Akagi. His 
is the last plane to return to the Japanese carriers. 


13:12 The U.S. Army reports that four enemy transports 
are off Barbers Point to the southwest of Pearl Harbor, thus 
continuing the day’s stream of erroneous intelligence. 


13:30 Hawaii’s territorial director of civil defense 
orders nighttime blackouts. Many miles to the north, 
signal flags are waved aboard the Japanese aircraft car- 
rier Akagi, setting in motion the fleet’s withdrawal from 
the region. 


15:00 Officers aboard the Tennessee pick up a report that 
Wake Island has been attacked by as many as 30 Japanese 
bombers. 


16:25 Governor Poindexter institutes martial law on all 
Hawaiian islands. 


7) ve 
s hi = ae 
16:28 Assearch and rescue efforts continue throughout = st ai si 
the harbor, the fire on the West Virginia is reported to be hones Segoe Rea antec 
finally under control. | : : So ae 


21:00 U.S. bombers arriving at Oahu from the aircraft 
carrier Enterprise, which has been on maneuvers away 
from Pearl Harbor, are mistaken by American ground ' semen ee rats A 
troops for enemy planes and fired upon. Re AG satis es, ati ih alge 
05:15 (DECEMBER 8, MORNING) Hawaiian police 
erroneously report enemy parachute troops landing in 
Kaliki Valley. 


05:17 Submarines are sighted off Diamond Head. 


06:45 Policeradio reports that all schools are closed and 
urges citizens to stay home. Cleanup begins. Many bod- 
ies are in pieces, beyond identification. They are finger- 
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printed and placed in pine boxes for burial. e 
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4 THIS VIEW LOOKS DOWN PIER 1010 (NAMED FOR THE LENGTH 
of the longest ship the dock could hold) toward the Navy Yard’s dry 
docks. In the foreground, the ancient minelayer Oglala lay on her side 
after being smashed by adjacent explosions on the cruiser Helena, 
here moored to Ogilala’s left. The Oglala had occupied the usual berth 


of the battleship Pennsylvania, whose mast is visible beyond the 
Helena and in front of smoke from the burning destroyers Cassin and 
Downes. The billowing smoke at right came from the Shaw, whose 
stern is visible in the floating dry dock. On the far right is the Nevada, 
beached and aflame. 
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“The casualties, [am sorry to say, 
were extremely heawy.” 


— FRANKLIN DELANO ROOSEWELT 


(Previous Page) FOLLOWING AN ANCIENT HAWAIIAN TRADITION, 
American sailors placed leis on the grave sites of their fallen comrades 
not far from the Kaneohe Naval Air Station. Graves were dug along the 
shore of the Pacific Ocean. Many soldiers were burying the very men 
and friends they had served beside. 
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4 AN AERIAL VIEW OF THE DAMAGE DONE IN BATTLESHIP ROW. 
The Arizona is at the bottom, and ahead of her the sunken West Virginia 
was outside the Tennessee. Ahead of the Tennessee was the Maryland, 
and outside of her rested the capsized Okiahoma. In the upper-left 
corner, the California, sunk, was surrounded by vessels. 


NATIONAL ARCHIVES (2) 


n the aftermath of the attack, Battleship Row lay 
in ruin. 

The island of Oahu was filled with death and 
destruction. Makeshift aid stations were set up 
all around the island. Losses sustained during 
the attack were stunning: 2,403 Americans killed, 
1,178 wounded; 18 ships and 347 planes destroyed 
or damaged. But U.S. forces had fought back with 
a vengeance: Twenty-nine Japanese planes were 
shot from the skies that day. 

By early evening on December 7, several 
hundred men, women and children had gathered outside 
the White House in Washington, D.C., awaiting word, 
keeping vigil, seeking some kind of communion. Inside, 
the president was dictating a draft of the message he would 
deliver to Congress asking for a declaration of war. After 
a quiet dinner in his study, he went to the Oval Office to 
brief his cabinet. He was blunt: “The casualties, lam sorry 
to say, were extremely heavy.” 

On December 8, Japan and the U.S. exchanged pledges 
to fight to the death. Three days later, Germany and 
Italy declared war on the U.S. “Last week war became 


THIS VIEW OF THE NAVY YARD SHOWS DRY DOCK ACTIVITY. 
At the top lay the Shaw; beneath her the torpedoed Helena was in for 
repairs. Below the Helena was the Pennsylvania, and to her left the 
wrecked destroyers Downes and Cassin. The Pennsylvania was actually 
in dry dock at the time of the attack and sustained only minor damage. 
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worldwide,” read the story in the December 22, 1941 issue 
of Life. “Fighting in Europe, in Africa, in the Far East was 
merged into the same violent pattern. By week’s end there 
were 33 nations involved, 25 on the side of the Allies, eight 
with the Axis.” At the center of the conflict were Britain, 
the U.S.S.R. and the U.S. vs. Germany, Italy and Japan. 
While heads of state scrambled to follow the formali- 
ties and rules of engagement of wartime, Pearl Harbor 
itself continued to divulge grim discoveries. Trapped 
sailors were rescued from the hulls of ships, some of them 


ill from having lain in pools of oil and water. Bodies washed 
ashore, and death notice telegrams were dispatched. On 
December 11, Secretary of State Knox arrived. He met 
with military officers and the next day reported to FDR. 
His harsh assessment and descriptions of “the shambles 
of the Battle Line of the world’s mightiest fleet” led to the 
replacement of both General Short and Admiral Kimmel. 
Rear Adm. Chester W. Nimitz was appointed commander 
in chief of the U.S. Pacific Fleet by President Roosevelt. 
News of the attack slowly made its way to the mainland. 


THE CARCASS OF THE 
Arizona in Battleship Row. It 
was hit four times by Japanese 
bombers. Of the more than 
2,400 people that died at Pearl 
Harbor, almost half were from 
the Arizona. Today, the wreck is 
considered a “war grave” and 
continues to leak oil 80 years 
after its demise. 


v ABARGE HELPED WITH 
rescue work at the capsized 
Oklahoma. The battleship had 
been hit by nine torpedoes, 
eventually sinking and taking 
429 lives with her. The damage 
was too extensive to salvage 
the great battleship. It was 
hauled to dry dock, stripped of 
its guns and essential parts and 
decommissioned in 1944. 


“Far as [know, 
Twas the first 
newsman to 
see what had 
happened.” 


— FRANK TREMAINE 


KAY AND FRANK TREMAINE 


Civilians 


erani«: We arrived in Honolulu in June of 1940 when the United 
Press news service transferred me there to run its two-man 


bureau. The military was already getting quite active in Hawaii. 


“ay: The night of December 6, we went to a black-tie dinner 
dance at the Fort DeRussey Officer’s Club on Waikiki Beach. 
Before going home, four of us walked outside. It was a balmy 
night. There were these heat flashes. It looked like shelling was 
going on. Commander [George] Gelley made the prophetic 


remark, “Just like the calm before the storm.” 


Frank: Early in the morning | was awakened by antiaircraft 
firing, growing and growing in intensity. When | got to the win- 
dows | could see puffs in the air out toward Pearl. On ahunch| 
called the Army headquarters at Fort Shafter. A friend of mine, 
Harry Albright, was the press officer. | said, “Harry, you know 
what is going on?” He said, “You can say we are under attack.” 

| said, “Who is it, Harry? You don’t think it is the Germans, do 
you?” Kay turned on the radio. A friend of ours named Webley 
Edwards was on the air saying, “This is an air raid, this is no drill. 
Take cover.” | got on the phone. As soon as | sent as many mes- 
sages as | could, reporting what | had seen and what | had found 


out, | threw onsome clothes. Off! went. 


ay: Acrowd had gathered around the swimming pool and 
was looking out toward Pearl... 1 heard that siren sound ofa 
falling bomb that they always used in the movies. It hit the side 
of the hill, and a fragment grazed the forehead of a man stand- 


ing by the pool. It was one of our own antiaircraft shells. 


Fran: | tried to get to Pearl. Traffic was a horrible mess. | 


got out of line and drove down the other side of the highway, 


hoping | didn’t meet anybody coming in the other direction. 
Hickam Field is right next to Pearl Harbor ... | could see bar- 
racks that had taken a lot of hits. There was extensive damage 
to aircraft along the edge of the field. There were wounded. 

| phoned three or four times to the bureau to report what | was 
seeing. A little bit after 11, | was on my fourth call and was told, 
“You might as well hold it now. The Navy has cut off all commu- 
nications.” By the time | got into town it was all pretty quiet. 


ay: There were rumors all day saying that Japanese were 
landing in the hills above us. All kinds of things, all false. One of 
the smartest things | did was make a big batch of eggnog. The 
egg and the milk settled our stomachs, and the alcohol settled 
our nerves—we didn’t know if the attack was coming back or 
not. You don’t realize how quickly the sun goes down out there, 
and all ofa sudden we were caught by darkness. We didn’t dare 
even light a flame on the stove to cook. Here we were justa 
target right on top of this hill. But nothing came. 


Frank: Far as | know, | was the first newsman to see what 

had happened. | never thought of Pearl in terms of history- 
making, not until a long time later. As life goes on and people 
ask me about these things, | sort of step away and see it more as 
a historic event than a big exciting day in our lives. 


THE TREMAINES spent the duration of the war working 
throughout the Pacific. Frank remained with a news bureau, 
while Kay worked for the Army as a cryptographer and then 
for the Advertiser as a journalist. Frank died at the age of 92 on 
the 65th anniversary of Pearl Harbor: December 7, 2006. Kay 
passed away in 2008 at the age of 93. 
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4 EIGHTEEN SHIPS WERE When several camouflaged U.S. ships approached the 
destroyed or damaged by the 


Golden Gate Bridge, floating into San Francisco Harbor 
Japanese attack on Pearl Harbor. 


Despite the carnage the Pacific through the gray mists of a foggy Christmas morning, 

ae eee eee the eerie sight was a portent of their cargo: the nation’s 
ree sni returning to qu ‘ 

un earer tothe aula ees first casualties of World War II. On board were 180 badly 

four years later. wounded men as well as women and children evacuated 


from Hawaii. To avoid an attack by Japanese submarines, 
the secret convoy had slipped out of Oahu with its lights 
blacked out. Cruisers and destroyers escorted the ships 
and warplanes flew guard. It had been just 18 days since 
the Japanese attacked Pearl Harbor, and the West Coast, 
which many feared would be the next target, was under- 
standably nervous. 

If the nation’s citizens had been reticent about getting 
caught up in another world war, the tragic images and 
stories of heroism changed their minds. A wave of patrio- 
tism swept the country, galvanizing support for our troops 
around the globe. The American people understood it was 
time for sacrifice. Many watched their sons enlist and ship 
out. Others volunteered in hospitals or raised funds for 
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& TWENTY-NINE JAPANESE 


planes were shot from the (Following Pages) INHONOLULU ON DECEMBER 7, THESE 

skies, including this dive- stretcher-bearers rushed a casualty to a makeshift aid station on the 
bomber from the carrier Kaga, grounds of the Lunalilo School, on Pumehana Street. The roof of the 
which had been piloted by school had been set on fire, perhaps by shells from antiaircraft guns. 
Lt. Suzuki Mimori. In the foreground, students watch as their school burns. 
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the American Red Cross or sent packages overseas to boost 
soldiers’ morale. Manufacturers retooled auto plants to 
make airplanes; metals were used for weapons production. 
Shutting down professional baseball was discussed, lest it 
be considered frivolous during war. President Roosevelt 
himself approved its continuation, citing its beneficial 
effect on morale. Rosie the Riveter became a familiar 
image, as women stepped up to do the jobs vacated by men 
who were thronging to enlist. 

Around the globe, reactions to the attack on Pearl 
Harbor were varied. Adolf Hitler exulted in the acquisi- 
tion of Japan as an ally. Charles de Gaulle was convinced 
the war was over, the Germans beaten. Adm. Yamamoto 
Isoroku, however, observed, “I fear all we have done is to 
awaken a sleeping giant and fill him with a terrible resolve.” 

The headline in Life was “America Goes to War,” and 
the copy continued, “In the nation’s capital and in cities 
on both continental coasts the lights of peace flicked off. 
Troops in steel helmets bared bayonets before the gates 
of military establishments and areas of arms production. 
Enemy aliens—Japanese, Italians, Germans—were banged 
into prisons and detention camps. Interceptor planes 
stood ready and patrol planes roared ceaselessly along 
the shores of America’s two oceans. Congress prepared 
to muster a gigantic pool of manpower—10,000,000 men 
between 19 and 45 for military service; 30,000,000 men up 
to 65 for defense activities of all kinds.” 

Japan did not remain idle as it launched its successful 
ambush of Pearl Harbor. It bombed the Philippines, Wake 


4 THE JAPANESE PLANE THAT CRASHED INTO THIS HOUSE— 
where a japanese family resided—was one of the first to be shot down. 
The Japanese lost more than two dozen aircraft at Pearl Harbor, some 
shot down by Americans, others crashed or lost at sea. 


78 LIFE PEARL HARBOR 


NATIONAL ARCHIVES 


a 
* 
‘ 


fe 


~<. : 


O.gad Re 024 Si ee VE: 


5 ” TSP SRT _ = 
’ : Mg y fe « fie “Was a 7 tows 


amduatend emia : 
~ wba den seo —— ae 


os 4 
eT a 


4 Cpt pas 


AN ANTIAIRCRAFT SHELL LANDED NEAR THIS PACKARD IN 
Honolulu, killing three men from Kaneohe who were headed for their 
jobs at Pearl Harbor. In all, 49 civilians died im the attack on Peart 
Harbor; another 35 were wounded. 


Island and Guam, while launching invasions of Thailand, 
Malaya and Hong Kong. It invaded the Gilbert Islands 
on the 9th and Burma on the 11th. It invaded Borneo 
on the 16th and initiated its main offensive against the 
Philippines on the 22nd. Wake was captured on the 23rd, 
and on Christmas, Hong Kong surrendered. Japan entered 
Manila, the capital of the Philippines, on January 2, 1942. 
In the United States the effort to mobilize was proving 
difficult. America’s giant industrial machine instated a 
24/7 schedule, but troops had to be trained and strategies 
created. Early victories included the sinking of a Japanese 
sub north of Oahu on December 10, anda U.S. sub sank the 
Japanese merchant ship Atsutasan Maru on the 16th. Yet 
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< AT THE INTERSECTION OF 
McCully and King Streets in 
Honoluhi, volunteer firmen fed 
a hose to a man on this rooftop. 
Many homes and busimesses 
on the island of Oahu were 
destroyed by antiaircraft shells 
fired from American guns that 
missed their mark. 


v WOUNDED TROOPS BEGAN 
arriving in San Francisco on 
Christmas Day, 1941, overflow 
from the already crowded 
hospitals on Hawaii. The most 
gravely wounded had left Oahu 
im secret on an ocean liner 
accompanied by Navy cruisers 
and destroyers. 


IIVMVH 40 ALISMAAINN 


Lieutenant, Army Nurse Corps 


an went to Hawaii in June 1941, | was asecond lieuten- 
ant in the Army Nurse Corps, assigned to Tripler 
Hospital in Honolulu. On December 7, when the 
Japanese attacked at five minutes to eight, | was actually stay- 
ing in the hospital as a patient, ambulatory with an infected 
right cheek. 

| remember that the head nurse ran down the hall, which 
was very unusual, to the back lanai on the second floor—the 
women’s ward. | ran after her. What | saw then was the enor- 
mous smoke and fire from Hickam Field and Pearl Harbor. 
Boom-boom-boom-boom-boom! To our left, something hit 
the pineapple cannery, and that went up ina huge fire. 

The head nurse picked up a phone and called Hickam, 
then said, ‘My God, the Japanese are bombing Pearl Harbor!’ 
After that | went to the chief nurse. Well, she took one 
look at me and said, ‘Where do you think you’re going with 
that red face? You look like a casualty, She then ordered me 

to take care of the women’s ward. 

There were many patients there already, and then the 
injured started coming. By 9 a.m., the two lanais were both 
filled with casualties on litters. 

| was truly busy for days. The only thing | can say is, the 
whole time, | was petrified. When the night nurse came on at 
7 p.m. to relieve me on that first day, | was actually too scared 


to go back to my quarters.” 


BUSBY served as the national chair of the White Caps, 

an organization of Army and Navy nurses who served on 
Oahu during the attack. She died on May 21, 2010, at the age 
of 98 and is buried in Montgomery, Alabama. All proceeds 
from the sale of her autobiography, Wherever You Need Me, 
are donated to benefit the U.S.S. Arizona Memorial Fund, 
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Japan continued to rapidly expand its borders. On January 
11, Japan invaded the Dutch East Indies. On the 20th, it 
pushed its offensive through Burma. On February 15, the 
crucial port of Singapore surrendered. In March, Japan 
entered the Burmese capital of Rangoon, accepted the 
surrender of Java and landed on the Solomon Islands. 
But despite their victories, the Japanese had made a 
crucial mistake—they hadn’t finished off Pearl Harbor. 
Commander Fuchida had implored Adm. Nagumo to 


- 


\ 


BETTMANN/GETTY 


greenlighta second mass aerial attack. Nagumo demurred, 
and turned his carriers back to Japan. This major tactical 
error turned the tide. 

Vulnerable at Pearl Harbor were several damaged 
but not destroyed battleships, intact repair facilities and 
a massive cluster of oil tanks filled with fuel. Returning 
to Pearl from a mission to Wake Island was the U.S.S. 
Enterprise, which would have presented a prime target. 
That all of these assets were spared proved vital when, 
in early May 1942, the Japanese suffered setbacks during 
the Battle of the Coral Sea. A month later, the U.S. Pacific 
Fleet scored perhaps its greatest naval victory at the Battle 
of Midway, where it halted Japan’s eastward push. Acting 
on intelligence reports, Adm. Chester W. Nimitz gath- 
ered ships that had survived Pearl Harbor and ambushed 
the Japanese fleet. One U.S. carrier was sunk, but the 
Japanese navy was rocked by the loss of four carriers, all 
of which had participated at Pearl. The Battle of Midway 


> THE HOUSE OF 
Representatives crackled 
with energy on December 8 
when Franklin Delano 
Roosevelt delivered some of 
the most famous and stirring 
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NATIONAL ARCHIVES 


© BETHLEHEM STEEL COMPANY 


was the first major defeat suffered by the Japanese navy 
in 350 years. 

One grievous result of Pearl Harbor was the intern- 
ment of Japanese-Americans. While some government 
officials pleaded for calm, others pressed for action, both to 
stem espionage activities that Japanese-Americans might 
be engaged in and toprotect them from the worst impulses 
of their neighbors. On February 19,1942, Roosevelt signed 
Executive Order 9066, a law enabling the “relocation” of 
120,000 West Coast Japanese-Americans, citizens and 
resident aliens alike. 

The detainees were instructed to bring only what they 
could carry to one of 16 assembly centers—compounds 
thrown together at fairgrounds, racetracks, even astockyard 
in Portland, Oregon. The first camp to open was Manzanar, 
and with its eventual population of 10,000 it became, for a 


AMERICANS ANSWERED THE IN POSTERS, SPEECHES, 
call to serve in droves after the movies and song, “Pearl Harbor” 
attack. At this New York City became synonymous with 
recruiting station, 18- and 19-year- “sneak attack.” Propaganda 
olds were sworn into the Army. was used to stoke patriotism 
Men who volunteered could pick among the nation’s citizens. 
their own branch of service. By the Most posters were produced by 
end of the war, 10 million people the Office of War Information, 
were inducted into the military. formed in June 1942. 
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time, the largest city between Los Angeles and Reno. 

By October 1942, 100,000 detainees were living in 10 
camps scattered throughout the West. Most compounds 
were surrounded by barbed wire, watchtowers and 
sentries. The locations of the camps were remote; most 
were in the desert, where harsh winds whipped dust 
through the walls of crude barracks. Preserving food in 
this environment was difficult, and illness spread. Almost 
no preparation had been made by authorities to provide 
for the health of the prisoners or to educate the thousands 
of children now under guard. 

The inmates stepped up. Those with training in first 
aid became nurses. The college-educated became school 
teachers. In many camps, students dutifully began each 
day with the Pledge of Allegiance, followed by a chorus of 
“My Country, ’Tis of Thee” 

Attitudes began to change as the war went on and the 
public realized that the detainees were not a threat to the 
nation. Thousands of Japanese-Americans performed 
nobly in the armed services. About 25,000 Japanese- 
Americans volunteered for duty in World War II; 4,000 


IN THE MANZANAR CAMP, THREE YOUNG DETAINEES WERE 
posed at a barbed wire fence by fellow inmate Toyo Miyatake, aLos 
Angeles photographer who had fashioned a wooden camera out of 
alens and film holder that he had snuck past the guards. Miyatake 
gained fame for his depiction of life in the camp. 
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of them came from the camps. In the fall of 1943, the 100th 
Battalion, a Hawaiian National Guard unit composed 


of ethnic Japanese, served so heroically in the Italian 
campaign that it became known as the Purple Heart 
Battalion. The 442nd Regimental Combat Team—made 
up in great measure of men recruited from the camps— 
became one of the most decorated units in the U.S. mili- 
tary. President Truman would later congratulate these 
soldiers for fighting against “not only the enemy, but 
prejudice.” 

In June 1944, Interior Secretary Harold Ickes advised 
President Roosevelt that “the continued retention of these 
innocent people... would bea blot upon the history of this 
country.” On December 17, 1944, a public proclamation 
was issued declaring that the government had “carefully 
examined” more than 115,000 Japanese-Americans— 
including 20,000 under age 14—and concluded that they 
should be “allowed to enjoy the same privileges accorded 
other law-abiding American citizens or residents.” One of 
the most ignoble chapters in America’s wartime history 
was ended. e 


> THIS JAPANESE AMERICAN INTERNED AT TULE LAKE PASSED THE 
time playing his guitar. This part of the camp segregated those who 
had resisted internment. It also housed German and Italian prisoners 
of war. Today, it stands as a federal national monument in honor of the 
29,000 Japanese-Americans interned there. 
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ighty years after the attacks, Pearl Harbor 

remains a place of solemn pilgrimage. In 1958 

President Eisenhower declared it a National 

Monument. It now attracts over a million- 

and-a-half visitors a year, many of whom are 

Japanese. In fact, Japanese tourism accounts 

for a healthy percentage of Hawaii's income. 

History, like a game of musical chairs, 

has shifted its players. Japan, Germany and 

the United States are now allies, uneasily 

watching the rumblings of Russia, North 

Korea and China. Hostilities endure, but the uniforms 

change. The existence of the atom bomb has mired the 

world in a moral quandary that may have begun with the 

bombing of Hiroshima and Nagasaki. In the aftermath of 

the war, the U.S. hoped to maintain a monopoly on nuclear 

warfare, but secrets and technology spread quickly during 
the Cold War. 

Today, despite efforts to rein in the potential for cata- 
strophic nuclear devastation, nine countries are known 
to have nuclear warheads, only five of which are in accor- 
dance with the Nuclear Nonproliferation Treaty of 1968: 
China, Russia, France, the U.K. and the U‘S. India, Israel 
and Pakistan never signed the treaty, and today they all 
possess nuclear arsenals and are pursuing new ballistic 
missile, cruise missile, and sea-based nuclear delivery 


systems. Perhaps of most urgent note is North Korea, 


(Previous Page) ONE THOUSAND ONE HUNDRED AND SEVENTY- 
seven Sailors and Marines were entombed in the U.S.S. Arizona on 
December 7, 1941. Their names are inscribed on this marble wall at the 
Arizona Memorial. It has come to commemorate all military personnel 
who died during the attack. There were 334 survivors. 
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Its Hawaiian name, Puowaina, means “hill of sacrifice 
of soldiers who fought throughout the Pacific theater were buried at 


Punchbowl beginning in 1949. The cemetery has become a popular 


tourist destination. 
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(Above and left) THE NATIONAL MEMORIAL CEMETERY OF THE 
who di 


Pa 


which is hostile to the free world and ruled by a man 
universally deemed unstable. 

And what of the souls of the more than 70,000 people 
who died on August 6, 1945, when the Enola Gay released 
“Little Boy” over Hiroshima, incinerating the city and 
setting off raging fires? Over 30,000 more would die there 
by the end of the year. Or the more than 75,000 who would 
perish after the bombing of Nagasaki three days later? 
Robert Lewis, the co-pilot of the Enola Gay, seeing the 
giant mushroom cloud and the pulverization of the city, 
recorded in his flight log, “My God, what have we done?” 


PEARL HARBOR NO LONGER HOLDS THE 
distinction of being the sole site of a surprise 
attack on America. On September 11, 2001, 
onasunny Tuesday morning, four American 
planes were hijacked in mid-air by 19 terrorists 
associated with the Islamic extremist group 
al-Qaeda. Two of the planes crashed into 

the twin towers of the World Trade Center in 
Manhattan. The third hit the Pentagon, just 
outside Washington, D.C. The fourth was 
thwarted by the extraordinary courage of a 
group of passengers, who fought the terrorists 
and managed to crash the plane into a field in 
Pennsylvania, where there were no survivors. 
The final death count of the day’s attacks was 
almost 3,000. Immediately after the stunned 
realization that America had been attacked, the 
outrage of Pearl Harbor was resurrected. And 
just as the populace rallied after the first day of 
Infamy, so Americans came together on 9/11, 
with an outpouring of courage, selflessness and 


unification. 


A FIREFIGHTER SEARCHES 

the wreckage at the World Trade 
Center. The search and recovery 
effort went on for months, but 
the last person pulled out alive 
was found around 12:30 p.m. 
the day after the attack. 
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For the Americans sitting down to dinner, unaware that 
their government had just wiped an entire city off the face 
of the planet, the news the following day was cause for 
celebration. The war was won; normal life could resume. 
But today we know that normal life never did resume, 
that the existence of nuclear threat would change forever 
how weoccupy our lives. Will we achieve universal accord, 
or did the bomb that ended World War II plant the seed for 
nuclear devastation? We look forward, hoping our politi- 
cians and citizens have learned the lessons taught by both 
Pearl Harbor and the nuclear destruction that followed. e 
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“There was oil in the water, 
and the smell. The buildings 


all flattened and rubble. 
The ships so silent.” 


ELIZABETH MCINTOSH 


Reporter, Honolulu Star-Bulletin 


“] 


is the real McCoy’ Then the radio went off and | said, ‘Oh, more 


got up early and put on the radio. It was the Mormon 


Tabernacle Choir. All of asudden this man’s voice crack- 


led over and said, ‘The islands are under attack. This 


war games: The military was always doing games. They would 
pretend to be attacking the island. | then gota phone call from 
my photographer, ‘Hump’ Campbell. He asked if | would like to 
come on in: ‘There’s something happening. I’m not sure what’ 

On the way in, no one was tense or anything. We were going 
along wonderful sunny streets. People were walking their dogs 
or going to church. Some people were playing tennis or shop- 
ping. It was an every-Sunday type of leisurely morning. 

That all changed when we arrived in Honolulu. We heard 
sirens. We could feel the tenseness. There was nobody in the 
streets. First thing we found was an open market filled with 
Christmas stuff. Antiaircraft shells had knocked it flat. There 
were tinsel, ribbons, cards and toys around. In the middle of it 
was this little kid. He was having a wonderful time. 

lt was madness at the Star-Bulletin. | asked to be assigned to 
Pearl. They said, ‘No, women are not allowed to go out there,’ | 
was assigned to go to Queens Hospital. At that point the nurses 
and doctors were putting tape on the windows because they 
were afraid there might be more bombing. The first people who 
came in were the Hickam Field firemen. | can just see them, 
being carried in on stretchers, coming down this long corridor. 
They were blackened and bleeding. A lot of the men were 
unconscious. Some of them were groaning. 

This was around 10 o’clock. | stayed there all day getting 


stories, then walked back to the office. There was just complete 


desolation: The whole city was closed down except for the 
police and thesirens. 

| got the stuff out for Scripps-Howard papers, but then 
found out that the censorship had set in and you could not send 
anything by wire out of Honolulu. 

| got out to Pearl a couple of days later. All along the streets 
there were dead mynah birds and doves and sparrows. The 
concussion from the bombs had killed them. At Pearl it was hor- 
rible—that whole awful scene. There was oil in the water, and 
the smell. The buildings all flattened and rubble. The ships so 
silent. | remember, at the Arizona, the air bubbles bubbling up 
from below. It could have been people. There were 1,000 men 


or something like that down below.” 


THOUGH Mcintosh was assigned to cover the day’s events 
“from awoman’s point of view,” her piece was never published, 
because the editor was nervous about her graphic descrip- 
tions of blood-soaked children and other victims. However, the 
Washington Post published the article in full in 2012, to com- 
memorate the 71st anniversary of Pearl Harbor. In it, she writes 
of all the phone calls she received that day from women stuck at 
home, anxious to know what they could do to help. “It was then 
that | realized,” she wrote, “how important women can be ina 
war torn world.” 

In 1941, Mcintosh was writing for both the Star-Bulletin and 
the Scripps-Howard News Service. During the war she worked 
for the OSS in India and China; afterward she was employed by 
Voice of America, the United Nations and the CIA. She died at 
the age of 100 on June 8, 2015, in Virginia. 
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4 ANY SURVIVING CREW MEMBER OF THE ARIZONA CAN CHOOSE 
to have his remains interred near the number 4 gun turret to rejoin 
his comrades. Forty-four have chosen that as their final resting 

place. Survivors of other ships can have their ashes scattered from 
the Memorial. Veterans of the attack are entitled to a full military 
funeral held on the Memorial for family, guests and Pearl Harbor 
survivors. The Navy provides a rifle honor guard and a bugler. After 
the ceremony, divers deposit the urn containing the veteran’s ashes 
into the sunken hull. Some survivors claim never to have replaced the 
friends they lost that day. 


> SERVICE MEMBERS STATIONED IN HAWAII REMAIN REVERENT 
of the site, as both a mass grave and a potent reminder of the need 
for vigilance. During the government shutdown in 2013, they never 
considered abandoning their posts, continuing to tend the Memorial 
with the respect and dignity it will always command. 


v PARIS STARN, 6, PRAYS DURING THE MEMORIAL DAY SERVICE 


at the National Memorial Cemetery of the Pacific in Honolulu on 
May 30, 2005. 
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& THE 184-FOOT-LONG ENCLOSED BRIDGE OF THE U.S.S. ARIZONA 
Memorial spans the hull of the fallen battleship. 
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December 7, 1941 
The U.S.S. California, left, after being 
hit by torpedoes. At the center is 
the U.S.S. Maryland alongside the 
capsized U.S.S. Oklahoma. 
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